DCOCIOOCNTI ONE LCA 


: THE 3 


WV ANIT Yj 

.- OF. = 
Selfe-Boaſters. 
| | OR, 


& The Prodigious madneſſe of tyran- 


S nizing Sauls, mil-leading Doegs ( or any & 
Sf others whatſoever) which peremptorily goe on, 
and athiſtically glory in their ſhame and miſchief. 


I N 
A SERMON 


A Preached at the : 
& Funerall of lon x HamwzrT,Gent. 
; late of the Pariſh of Maldon in Surrey. > 
F_ By Ev.H 1NnToN D.D. Miniſter of /lip,and 
5 late Fellow of Merton Colledge in Oxford, - 


—— 


Sen. Hyppol. AR. 1. 
DO wod non poteſt, vult poſſe, qui nimium poteſt. 


OXFORD, 
Printed for Thom. RomtNnsoO Nn. A.D. 1651. 


COAT OL CEA ALLY, 
TTY TTY 


eerie man 
CEP CRP CEP EF PEED HOT 


Armicifimo juvent Ioanni Hamnet Gene. 
roſo,ornatifhimi vir ſoannis Hamner nuperrime 
de Maldon apud Regnos Suthreios Gene 


filio unico & hxredi, S. 


Ogaſti ut a me concto hec(rogo f ego ut a te pater tum) 

exſcriberetur, optatum jam habes, uttnam & egopariter 

feltx, hoc enim miht unicum tu yots. juxta o precibus, 
wt ipſiſſimum patris prodeas exemplar, ut ſis nox vet familtaris 
fant m, (ed & viriutum heres, ut emoriturt parentis.jam jane 
que ultimum emittentis ſpiritum, celeſtibus plan} oraculrs & 
fidem habeas, & morem geras, ſic te tibt reddas, ſic tecum vVivas, 
ſic proprio ſinu, domique ſenatum, erarium, (f exercitum ha- 
beas, [ic Deo proximior fias, ſic amico, —_ 


E, HB, 
Mald. pridie Calend. Iul. 
An.ſalutis, 1643+ 


Me aEherarnaing 
ICED IGEIEED 


Cheer aheradhndihlh 


Errata. 


P=* ge 6. line 15, read to afford. p,12.4.2 3+ full of feares, p. 16:23: 
great digreſſion. p.1g.marg.1.z.  ichin. p.21.424.notonly.p.22. 
[.14. grant that they. p.24./+8. for thrice r. trice. p,25.4.10. that = 
might, p. 24.1.1. Suffetius. p.44-4.12.fay Amen, p.46-4«14-this their 
policy. p.q7.marg.Ezech.g.q,6- p-7. marg. for Plal 108. r. 103.14. 
fg marg. ad finem for Pal. r. Efay 22.13. p-12+ Warge I0.994- p.14, 
arg. lohn 21. 18, p.26-marg. Auſtin. . 3.p.27 marg.Eccleh1.18., 
P.28.marg.1 Tim.3.16. p35 marg.a Sam, 9.8, 


OC PUPGPUP7D | 


. 


THE 


V ANITIE OF 
Self-boalters : 


A SERMON 


Preached at the Funerall of Fobn Hamnet 
Gent, late of the Pariſh of Malden 


in SURREY, 


— 


ps PsAL. 52, Is 
+ : 

Why beaſteft thou thy ſelfe, O might; man in miſchiefe ? the goud- 
nefſe of the Lord endures for ever. 


ax T was much folly in the Stoicks, to hold that all 
AED finnes were equall, none of a greater tain or pOY » 
"RF <\ fon then another ; bur "cis ſtupidity in the Papiſts, 
5 to make the gapſo wide as to affirm, ſometo be 
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linear tranſlire (as (icers expreſles it) isa tranſgrefſion of the Law, 
and that is death ; then none is veniall ; chus che Papitts erre : and 
ifevery finne isa tranigrefſion of the Law, then Longe progredi cuns 
ſemel tranſieris auget tranſeundi culpam (a8 the ſame Orator: )and rea« 
ſon cells us,the growth and continuance of finne make an inequa- 
lity, and thus the Stoicks erre, 

Nay, every vertue being a quality, hath its laticude, whoſe medi- 
um is not | wig 78 7;43uerd | 2 Rrit Arithmericall meane, but 
uk roy mp3; ud; | a Geometricall meane, which proportionably ya- 
ries its diftance according tothe diverſity of circumftances:(c)What 
differences then and diſproportions arethere berween vices, which 
aretherefore vices becauſethey have no mean ? Yes (doubtleſſe) an 
ill ggeſtion quickly ſtifled is net fo bad as that which is nouriſht 
into a thought, nor this thought as bad as ſuch a one, which growes 
up into the mouth, and breakes out in words ; nor this neither ſo 
fianefull, as that which ſers the head a plocting, and the hand a wor= 
king miſchiefe ; nor this plotted, aAive miſchiefe fo black and fin- 
full, as 2 wicked habit wallowed and del ghred in; nor hath this 
wicked habit ſo much death and wormwood in it,as when ir is ſwoln 
to ſuch a bulk, come to ſuch a »ox wlrra as ro be boaftedof; for lower 
then this cavſt thou not Ralinahelle thou fink'+ into hell and rakeſt 
Tobs wifes advice, emſeft God and dyeft. Again, not to love and 

ray for ourenernies is a very Gnne, a breach ofour Saviours in- 
junRion, (4) but a greater finng is £56 wichho)d our love and prays 
ers from Gods beſt Children, and holieft ſeryants ; but worſer is it 


. toharethem; bur yet farre worſer,to be an inſtrument of their ruine; 


but worſt of all, (and horpor tcogmegineFrotriumph char thou watt 
thus,niſctvevouſly imployed , to. boaſt thar thou didti. hatch the 
plor that ruind chem.diſchargedſt the Cannon that tore them,madeſt 
the pillchat poyſoned thrm,walt a Doeg , a knighrofche Poſt )which 
didtt accule and butcherthem,, Laſtly, of all finnes, pride and boa- 
Ring have the blackett brand, and of all boaltings' a boating in miſe 
chiefe 3) and ofallboaſtings in wilchicfe, a boatting/ O thou migh- 
ty man, of / chat thou art mighty in milſchiefe- Wellrben may Da. 
vid in wonder and amazement, or I inbispesſon, aske Saw. the per 
ſecutor, or Doeg higinformer, and execurioner, his bloody miſlea« 
ding inftrument, or any other. incarnate Devill peremptorityeriume 


pning in the blood or fall of Gods people, Why dof thou beaft thy. 
- filfo © mighty mas jw wiſchiafa the geedarle-of the Lord ow- 
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durts far ever. This paraphraſe for the' explanation of the 
words. Take another, whereby wee may know the occafion 
of them. 
® David was now an innocent perſecuted Dove ( 28 you have the 
Hiſtory, { 1 Saw. 21, 22.) who willingly would have returned 
with an Olive branch in bis mouth, for hee ſought peace , but they (*) Pt, 
would have waryxe (e:) Wherefore finding the floods fill up, the (FO 
waves encempa//ing bins on every fide, which made him afraid(f; ) And |;," * 
having no quiet place, no where to reſt his foot on, be recurnes like 
Noabs Dove tothe Arke, betakes himſelfto Abimelech the Prick of 
the Lord for advice and ſuccaur; who beleeving him faſt both to God 
and the King (though the king wag noe pleaſed cothink fo) did not 
Rick, in cafe ofnecefſity, ro break a ceremony, gives him the hallows 
ed bread and Goliahs fxord : Bur ſeethe milchicfe, the Devill /as us 
fually it falls out) had ſent a Deeg(whoeven in Gads Temple was his 
Chappell) to gather pretence of Nander anddearh againſt them, who 
Quofndly carries and aggravatesthe hufinefle to Sexl; San/ being be» 
ore heated, was now on fire,turn'd his farmer rage into madneſle,(fo 
quickly doth a bloody tyrannicall nature kindle at the leaft hint) he 
forthwith ſends for Abimetrch,and making his will his Law,becomes 
himſelf boththe accuſer and the Tudge, and makes Daeg his informer 
his ſpeedy executioner, who forthwith falls on Abiwelech,and forthe 
reliefe he afforded the Lords fervant and his own faithfull ſubjeR, 
ruines both him, his family and City. Had not David then, think 
you, juſt cauſeto be thunder-ftruck at theconfident and peremptory 
procceding of thetyrant Sew, or his bandog Doeg, and in amazes» 
ment to cty out, Why doeft thou boa#t thy ſelife O mighty may in miſ- 
chief ? the goodneſſe of the Lordendures for ever, This the gccaſion of 
the words. 
I will not raiſe a quarrell by telling you how Expoſitors wrangled 
and aredivided about my text, how they turn and alter both the ſenſe 
and words, becauſe though they ring as it were changes on them, and 
ſer the words ſcverall wayes, yet (like skilf:1l Mufitians ) they keep 
the Muſick fill ſweet, andthe cune goed. Notwithſtanding I thould 
much wonder how the Papiſts fo conſtant to their old Tranſlation, 
which they call St, Hieromes, ſhould here leave ic and follow the Sep- 
tuzgint, did | not know they gladly take any occaſion to baulk the 
O:iginall. The words are,as you alrcady gueſſe a Queſtion by way 
ef admiration, '#hy.doft then boa#t thy ſelfe O mighty man in miſchiefe? 
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The Y anity of Self-boaſters. 
and the ground or reaſon of that queſtion | forthe goodneſſeof the Lord 
endures for ever.) TheQueſtion naturally and of it ſelf falls inco theſe 
3. Queſtions: 1. #hy doſt thow beaſt thy ſclfe ? 2. Why doſt thou boaſt 
- ſelfein miſchiefe ? 3.4nd laſtly hy doſt rhou beaſt thy ſelfe in miſ- 
chief O thou mighty man?or thatthou art mighty in miſchief?all which 
the ground and reaſon of the generall Quettion doth make good, 
and ſeyerally anſwer: fo that the burden of the 1 36. Pſalme might 
very wellbe the burden and keeping of my diſcourſe; Thus : 1 ,Why 
doſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe in any thing? for the mercy of the Lord ex. 
dures for ever : whatſoever thou halt, 'rwas his mercy that gave it 
thee, avd "tis the enduring of his mercy that continues it. 2, More 
eſpecially 1 wonder, Why thou doft boaſt thy ſelfe in miſchiefe, glory 
in thy ſhame, toſee thee thus daring I am at a lofle, ſcarce my (elf, for 
know again, the mercy ofthe Lord endures for ever : "cis the enduring, 
the continuance of his mercy chatthouart not blaſted in the midſt and 
heat of thy pride and miſchiefe. 3. I moſt eſpecially wonder , why 
thou doſt boaft in miſchiefe O thou mighty man, or chatthou ar 
mighty in miſchicfe ; to ſee thee ſo deſperate I leaveto be man, have 
almoſt as little of reaſon in me as thou haſt of God; for once more 
know,that the mercy of theLordendares for ever:nocwithſtanding the 
blood and Crofſeof the Saints bethy chirR and pride, yet know, as 
for Iſrael, as for them, the Lord of Heaſts, the Lord is th: ir memorial, 
thegreat and conſtant love of God will in the ficteſt time relieve his 
ſheep and repay their wrongs, But I muſt ſuitmy diſcourſe tothe ſad 
occaſion of our meeting, nor willthe ſhort warning for my medits- 
tions, or the ſcantling of time allowed me for their delivery, ſuffer me 
to be thus exact. Forthe generall Queſtion broken into theſe parti. 
culars doth juſtly challenge more then an houre for the handling of 
each of them ſeverally. Arthis time therefore onely of the 2, former 
Queſtions, And [truth is) I have been therefore the larger in para- 
phraſing and opening the words,that yon might be the better conten- 
ted to give meleaveto deferre the laſt Queition co ſome other oppor- 
tunity. Now for the firſt Queſtion, beſides cheground and Reaſon in 
the Text, which (toſpeak truly) doth more properly make good the 
ewo other Queſtions ; we have 3, other grounds and reaſons, accor- 
ding to whichthis 1, Queſtion will alſo multiply. The 1,groundand 
reaſon is the lownefſe, weaknefſeand norhingnefle (as I may fo ſpeak) 
of the parry boalting, whether Saw/, Deg, or any other ; and then the 

7. Q:5ition will be, Why doelt thou poore, fraile, nothing man wwe 
of 
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The V anty of Self-boafters, 
doft thou boaſt thd felfe? The 2, ground and reafon is the uficertaine 
, emptineſſe, and yanity of that which neceſſarily muſt bethe ſub- 
je of ſelf. boaſting; and then our 2, Queſtion will be,Of what doeſt 
thou boaſt thy ſelfe ? The z. and laſt ground and reaſon, is the fond- 
neſſe and foolery of the end of ſelf. boaſting, iz. the froathy applaniſe 
of the giddy multitude; and thusour g. and laſt Queſtion will be, To 
— whichend doſt thou boaſt thy felfe ? Of theſe in their order, and firft 
of the firſt, Why doſt thou poore, fraile, nothing man, why doſtthou 
boaſt thy ſelfe ? - 
If we truly weigh our ſelves, what have wee which might either Q»ef. x. 
juſtifie a fooles boaſt, or tempt a wiſe mans ? Nocreature doth ic ſelfe 
fo little good when firſt ic comes into the world, norſo much harme, 
þ. | whilſt ic continues init, as man: Cetera animrelia mibi naturs potins 
| | qnamratione artem aliquam txercere videutur, ut formice & apes; homo (1 Galen 
Pp vero ſicut corpus armis nudum fic aninum ertium deftitutum habet,(b) de uſs /> 
(as the Phyſician.) Other creatures ſeem naturally toexerciſe a kind #4” #1. 
of art, as the Bee and Emmet, but man, as he hath a body yoid of na- 
turall weapons, ſo alſoa mind yoid of naturallarts; and although 
Galen immediately addes| Qwod pro corporis nuditate manus, & pro ar- 
tim imperitia rationens Accipit |that his hands ſupply the want of wen» 
ns,and reaſon recempenceth the want of arcs, yet his reaſon(though 
naturally [ ſaniſſtws | never ſo ſound and acute ( ſay Socivas what 
thou wilt)if not firſt| ſazat Jbent and reRtified by the Holy Ghoſt, is 
no better vhen a ſword in a mad mans hand; wherewith whilſt hee 
lives he dath himſclfe more harme then any other creature is capable 
of. Heark.what low thoughts my kingly Prophet bad of man,Sarely 
every man «t hi beſt eſtate is altogether vanity,(5) Hee ſayes nor that (;) p [ac3g6 
man is yain onely, but vanity itſelfe: and | 4biſirafta ſunt fignificane 5. 
tors | Abſtrats are weightier and come more home, ' 2. Heexcepts 
none from being __ it ſelfe, Every man is yanity : Neminens ex- 
5: vipit,ne quem decipiat, ſaith a Father k: Hee excepts none, becauſehe (k) Auflix: 
would deceive none. yy. Not every man dn man in every e- 
Kateand degree, is yanity itſelfe; yes athis beſt eſtate he is ſo. 4, He 
is yanity itſelfe inevery both part and faculty of ſouke or body, for he | a4 + 
is vanity (faith he) alcogether. 5. andlaſtly, allthis (ir ſeems) is a 
very cettain truth, otherwiſe he would not have affirmed it with this 
ſerious aſſeveration ( ſare/y ) ſurely man is vanity it ſelfe, every mans 
vanity it ſelfe,cyery man athis beſt eſtace is yanity it ſelfe; Yes;every 
man at his be't eftate is altogether yanity ic ſelfe, - I know not what 
2 B - |, _ 
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The V anity of Self-boaflers, 
might be moreſaid to coole and damp the ſwellings and excreſcen” 
cies of proud man. | 
Our fad and miſerable condition in this world cauſed (as fome 
haye well conceived.) that fond opinion | of mens ſoules] to get with= 
inthe wiſeſt of Philoſophers ; which, ſay they, had. from the begin=- 
ning their-creation and being in heaven, and for certaine faulcs there 
commitced, were ſent hither ro be impriſoned in fleſh, to be wracke 
withits paſſtons, and to undergoe the multitudes of miſeries, which 
unavoidableierze us. Nay,the thought and knowledge of the poore 
and wretched eftate of man brought alſochis errour into Divinity ; 
for I have read of a ſect of Hereticks, called Origeni/ts, who were of 
the ſame opinion with the Philoſephers, who wee may well thinks 
were ſo called from Origen the Father, becauſe I find Auſtin bringing 
himin ſpeaking almoſt che ſame words /, This confideration alſo 
made the (») Naturaliſt conclude it an _— of natures bounty 
y we may free our ſelycs 
fromthe world 'and irs crofles. And though Religion allowes not 
ofchisatheifticall exchange of miſery, of leaping out of the Frying- 
pan, as we ſpeak, into the fire, even Hell-fire ; yerthe miſerable con- 
dition of man hath made ſome of the Fathers co-beſtow large com - 
mendations on death ; that known ſpeech of 4wbroſe is moſt re- 


zot in cls markable,. ſors remedinns potiucs pane, quam windiftaculpe; Death 
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was brought on us rather for the ending of our puniſhment then for 
the puniſmenroffinne ; For a puniſhment, faith he, was it ſaid unto 
man (=) ſu theſweat of thy brow ſhalt thow eat thy bread ; but for his 
comfort was it added, tillrhow retwrneto the earth: Andeven in this 
reſpeRalſois it truly affirmed by our beſt Divines, thut though death 


confidered according to its owne nature, be a puniſhment ; yet as it | 


is conſidered with relation to the faithfull,ic is nor, becauſe to them 


- - Jo, 
Ay. 
K (#)6a.3. the nature of it is changed,and from a curſcit is turn'd intoa bleſſings 


far the ing of it Sinne is taken-away, in which itshurt. and puniſh» 
ment conſified 5 and whereas Arminixs would therefore prove death 
properly a punifhment cven tothefaithfull, becauſe though the righe 
of holding them captive be taken 2way from death by Chrift , yet 
from the atualldominion of death we are not freed till the reſurreRi- 
ga, I could tell him { might I tay ſolong;) that deathrhath nor this 
sQva1ll dominion over the faithfull (he ſpeakes of ) ſeeing by Chriſt 
we have gorten thejyiRory over it ; ſorhat we may not erouch to ic 
2.C9ptives. to their Goyernour, bur rather as Conquerours over a 
os © 1224 83 _ = 


—— cm as” 


— 


The V auity of Self:boafters, 7 
captivemay wetriumph ( O death where i thy fling ? tthy pubifh* ; x ey. ; 
mear,th dominion? . thought thou art an —_ , the WR lncny my _ 
to bedeſtroyed,and art thought by the Arminians to helpe forward 
our afflitions,yer abundantly haſt thou helped forward our good, 
the good not only of our ſoules, which hereby flyeto heaven,are made 
iafinicely and eternally happy,bur of our bodies alſo , which hereby Pn 
haveathrice happy deliverance. Firlt , they are delivered from _—_—_—— 
ſenſe of miſery, from the paines of ſickneſſe, therroubles of old age, 
the croſſes ofthe world, and the miſuſages of perſecutors, Secondly, 
they aredelivered from the ſociety of wicked men ; they are mob 
from ſojourning in Meſech, and from dwelling in the Tents of Ke- 
dar, which in this workd is ſo loathſome, ſo burdenſome u nto thern, 
Thirdly, 8 laftly,they ceaſe from theirlabors,not only from their ſuf- 
ferings,under which they unavoidably labour, but from their labours 
of finne,they reſt from their workes of wickedneſſe: finne by death 
loſeth not onely its dominion, but its habitation, it ſhall not onely 
not reigne, but no longer dwell in their mortall bodies nd che reafon 
is, becauſe their bodies ſhall be no longer mortall, G 

"Twas wellaskt, why is earth 8 aſhesproud? « fotrue is that com» u Eccles 
mon etymology, | homo quaſi ex humo | man isfo cald, becauſe his 19.9. 
foundation is in the dult, x our firſt parents had no other materials, , 
noreyer ſince have we: nay the bowels whence we ſprang are no- =_ _—y 
thing elſc | Wonderfully and fear fully ( ſayer rhe Pſalmiſt y ) haft thos , p(y.rxy 
made me in the nethermoſt parts of the earth | i, in my mothers womb, rx, 
and ſo (truth is ) the Chaldee Paraphraft reads it: hence the He- 
brewescall women plainly earth; fo cruely, fo verely earth are wee, 
not onely made of carchy macerials , -bur caſt alſo in an earthy, 
molde, 

Soearthy and mouldring, that thatwhich we call life, is it ſelfe 
but a waſting and dying, a continuall luxe and decaying, no part of 
it being our own,nay no part of it being but| punttwns continuationss | 
the [ 73 yl | the preſent moment ;which coo is {o neare nothing , thrac 
( as the Philoſopher ) deſinnt eſſe antequams eſt , it begins almoſt not 
to be, beforeit is. What is palt of this we call life,is loſt, what is to 
come is not gain'd, this preſent inftant onely remaining, which was 
ſo fleettoo,that 'twas gone aflooneasI could tell you'rwas come, is 
yaniſh't, whilſt 'twas ſpoke of. Be not mittaken, death confilts not 
in the laſt gaſpe,laſt groan, or fit ; theſe do not name orcauſe death, 
but finiſh ic; juſt as it is not the falling ofthe laſt ſand inchis glafle, 
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The V anttie of Self-boaſters. 
which makes or names this houre, but the falling of all the ſand ; atid 
the houre might be then ſaid to make toward an cnd, when theglaſſe 
was firft turned, 'Tis not, you know, the laſt blaze of a Candle, * 
_ him,becauſe he is ſpending allthe time he burnes,and may true + 

y be ſaideven then to beginto go out, when he wasfirlt lighted, No 
otherwiſe is it with us, death conſiſts not in the laſt breath or ficke« 
neſſe, no,'tis now upon you, even upon the beſt and healthieſt con= 
Ricution, every breath you fetch, every ep you move, and every 
journey youtake, *tis towards the grave, thither were you tending, 
whea you firſt ſecout, even thefirlt minute of your birth; all of you 
beginning then to die, when you firſt began to be. 

But men reſolying to be proud , and, therefore willing to forget 
they are but duſt and aſhes; may reply, 'Tis a yery ouh,u in theſe 
times and placesof Warreand fickneſſe, our earthy fraile condition 
plainly appears;butat other times,and in other places , we know 'tis 
otherwiſe, Have there not bin,and are there not even now amongR us 
many aged pegple Þ nſw. 'Tis confeſt, but yet there is ſcarce any 
oftheſe aged ones, which you call now living , which on ſerious 
thoughts and recolle&iondare fay they truely live, that enely being 
erue life which hath joy and contentment individuall with it, which 
the cares and thornes of the world, the weaknefles and infirmities of 
old age denying them, denies them alfo truely to live. So true is that 
of my Pfalmiſt, 1 Thedayes of awr yeares are threeſcore yeares ana 
ten,arnd if by reaſon of ſtrength they be eigthy yeares then i their ſtrength 
labor ard pair. |If joy and content did not onely ſpeak us truly and 
properly alive, then they in hell may be ſaid to be alive,but on them 
the ſecond death hath ſeized. Aged men(by reaſon of the troubles 
and cares the world hath brought on them)are like thoſe on theſeas, 
bent for a ſhort vopage,but vext andhindered by contrary winds and 
rempeſts : for as ſuch cannot be ſaid [ mwltun navigare , but nualtunms 

jaQari , not tofaile farre, but tobe much tot : fo old prople may 
not fo properly be ſaid to live long, as to betroubled long. Bur grant 
that ſome old men haye beene ſo healchy and happy, that they ne+ 
ver yet taſted the bitter of crofſe or fickneſſe, and grant that with 
Wine, good Company,Cardes,and a carelefle ſelfe. loving beartthey 
can mertily paſſe oyer the feares and miſeries of C hurch and State: 
grant that in ſuch franticke jollity they attaine to 80, 1 00, yeares,yet 


rARia in that life is but | vapor abguanto dixturnior | ( ſaith the Father) a berter 
Px.;s. laftivg vapour; nay,[ þrotoills rempore viveres , ex quo Adang © pa- 
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The V anity of Self-boafters, 
radiſe emifſus eff vſqur in hodiernum diem, videres vitam twans ( ayes 
he ) non fuiſſs diutarnam,que ſic avolaſſet } ifthou had beene borne 
"when finne flung Adam out of Paradife, and lived to this preſent 


 moment,thou muſt neceſſarily confefſe,thylife may not properly be 


called long,which is ſo ſ{wifc- winged. Seeing then our lite is!o ſhorr, 
miſerable,anduncertaine,may we not and amazed at the generall 
pride vhat oyerſpreades and opprefſeth the whole Kingdome, avd aske 
almoſt eyery man we meet, Why doeſt thou poor miſerable nothing= 
man, why doeft thou boaſt thy ſelfe? And thus mueh ſuffice for the 


+ proofeand illuſtration of the firſt branch of our fir queſtion ; let's 


in the next place apply what hath beene ſaid. 

No better uſe can wemake ofthis firſt queſtion, and of theground Ubilicati 
and reafon of it thusopen'd, nor any likelier meanes to take us off on : 
from pride and boaſting, then by often and fericus meditation of 
our carthy, fraile, and miſerable condition to lay up againſt and to 
providefor death, If our life at the beſt, peaceableſt, and healthieſt , pa, ;,; 
times be but a hands breadth », then certainly intheſe bleeding ficke 5, 
arid work times, we are fallen on,'tis not onely before God, but in 


preparedly to yeeld them up unto the Lord, let him call for them ne« 
yer ſo ſuddenly. And, here Derhinking my ſelfe both ofche miſery and 
careleſnefle of our times,I am loft inthe compariſon, Ifever England 
were inhabited by people of Laiſh, ifever we wereloſt in a Leathar- 
Sie, buried in ſecuricy, dull'd and deaded in a ſenſelefle courſe of fin» 
ning, then now eſpecially, What alarums and warnings have wee 
had, and even now are bellowing in oureares? and yet, Behold joy 
and gladneſſe, ſlaying of Oxen, and killing of ſheepe, eating of fle/h, and Plata; 
drink;ng wine a | Ac fuch a careleſnefſe the Prophet lands amazed, "Sire 
even when judgement was threatned, and fo rit the Lord aſſures the 
Jewesthat they ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, | 1his iniquity ſhould not be 


purged away witill you die, verſe 14, | Oh my Brethren, how juſtly 


B 3 may 


_ 


. 


- 


The V anity of Self boafters, 


may we be loſt then with theapprehenſion of the deadnes,& ſenſeleſſe 
Aupidity of our times? and what a fearfull and utter defiruQion 
may we expect at Gods hands , whoſe judgements are not onely 
threatned,butin execution ? Oh! they fall thicke and heavy on us, 
and yetare we ſtill the ſame conſtantand careleſſe crudgers on in the 
; old finnesof our nature, cutome and crimes : nay, we hate to bee 

reformed, accounting thoſe our enemies and milaſers, who would 
recall and becter us. Warre,Civillwarre ( the mol bloedy and la- 
ting of any ) and the ſickneſſe rageamongſ us : theſad breach be- 
tweene the King and his 8 mg made onely,but proclai- 
med, the gappe growes aily wider , the Drumme ſpeakes louder, 
and the ſword drinkes blood thirſtierthen eyer, maſſacres, burnings, 
batteries, beſieges, (things not heard of for many, many yeares 
in our Iſland ) areour familiar miſery,and diſcourſe: yet (alas, alas!) 
- as if wecould neither ſee,nor heare, we continue the ſame careleſle in- 
different Chriſtians. 

We often heare and reade of the cruell ſufferings of our Brethren, 
both with us and beyond the Seas, o_ in bleeding and dying 
Ireland, ſuch ſufferingsthat*rwould make the heart of to thinke 
ofthemm, the care ra tohearethem, -and-thetongue faulter to re 
late them? and yet (Rillcooke with the finnes and courſes of the 
world, with the yanities, idolatries, and ſuperſtitions of paſtimes ) 
you never ſet about the makipg up of yaur accounts betweene God 
and your ſoules, of the making even with heaven; the Lord knowes 
how ſoone ( ſooner 'cis to be feared then the Devill will let us be- 
leeve) we may be madetodrinke the dregs of that cup , which our 
poore Brethren have begun unto us, 

'Tis much tobe wondred at, that you, which have ſo many argu- 
ments for praying againſt ſudden death , ſhould make ſuch _ 
paration againſt jt,, Bur doe you know what inthat ſhore ejaculati- 
on you pray for ? In it you doe not fo much pray againlt theeyes, 
bloody perſecuters, the Peftilence, Impotumes, Apoplexies , Pal- 
fies, Fire, Water, Thunder, -Earthquakcs, the hazzards and dan» 
gers of Ciyill Warre onely , the uſuall meſſengers of untimely 
deathes : but that you may by a bleſſeduſe of the meanes ( ſuch as 
praying, hearing, meditation, conference, ſanRifiedafflictions,&c.) 
ſo confirme your faith, and perfe& your repentance, that you may 
at all times be armed and provided againſt death : which meanes if 

you negleR, you livecontrary to your owne pretended defire, _- 
conſe- 
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conſequently your prayer is yaine, and hypocriticall,afi abomination 
to the Lord. Bur if your prayer be hearty,and your endevours anſwe- 
rable, that thereby you are prepared to meet the Lord, whenſoe- 
yer he ſhall call for you, death then can never be ſudden, .lct it come 
when it will, and how it will, or by. whom it will, So much ruth «© | 
hath that of Solomons in it, c Though the righteous be prevented mith <Wiſd 4.7: 
death, yet ſhall be be at reſt , though he berooke away ſooner , then 
after the ordinary courſe of nature he might expeR,in his youth,(hap- 
pily ) full Rrengch, or beſt complexion, yet being tooke fo doing, 
Randing on his watch, and guard, by- faith and repentance having 
made Chriſt his, and by a continuall circumſpeRioa living.in.a con« | 
Rant expeRation of death, hedyGin full aſſurance of reſt and. haps 
inefſe: whereas wicked 4 bloody and deceirfull men ſhall net live ont qpry c- 
[fe their dayes s, cither as a judgement on their hard hearts, vis, © 
which cannor repent , they ſhall .be cut off inthe midſt of their 
Nrength and finnes, ( as moli interpret the words ) or wicked men, 
though oy die feeble,and aged, yet are they ſaid| dies dimidzare Jaot 
tolive out halfe their dayes : becauſethey are ſo deeply in love with 
the world, and greedy of life, that they would willingly liveas long 
againe, as already they had ; orlaſtly, areſo careleſle of their wal» 
king, ſolitrle knowing hoy theprecious time paſſes away, that they 
are at cheir journeyes end, ere they thinkethey have gone halfe way x 
thus being tooke away before they expeRted death , they are tooke 
away alſoerethey could halfeprovide for it. 
Whereas if wee confider how -fraile and brittleeven naturally, 
how ſubje & to yatiety. of caſualties ., the frequent inſtruments 
of ſadden death , wee-are; how many . continually fall on 
every ſideofus 5 what ſtore of blood=thirſty Papifts, and deſperate 
Libertines rage, and ſwarme in our land, _ whereof | ſue vite in» - 
cxrioſns, tus daminus |growne carelefle. of his owne life , becomes - 
maſter ofthine; and upon theſe conſiderations alwayes keepe in our 
view and minde, approaching death , we ſhould never be unprepas.. . 
red forit. Non ſubito moriuntar qui ſemper ſe morituros cogitavernnt ©, eSey, xyc. | 
5.e.choſe which wich Saint Paxl, dye. daily t ; ( for ſoalio may he be 66. 
underſtood )cannotdie ſuddenly. If therefore thou art refoly'd to !* ©9715. 
pray,From ſudden death good Lord deliver ns, prayallo with Davids, 7%, , 
Teach us ſo to number our dayes that we may apply onr hearts unto wiſe. G 0 _ 
dome,i.c,bring them to wiſdome, makethem wiſe : Now « wiſemans h Ecte/4.. 
bears ( faith the Preacher þ ) diſcerneth bath time andjudgement ; the *+ : 
"js : aft. 
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laſt time death, and the laſt judg ement at Chriſts ſecond comming + 

Hot that he punRually knowes the time when he ſhall die, or when 

Chriſt ſhall in flaming fire be revealed from heaven ; no, theſe times 

and ſcafons belong unto God alone; but that he ſo well diſcernes the 

one and the other, that neither of them ſhall take him unprovided , to 

this purpoſe (as it becommerh a wiſe ſonne )[ he gathereth in ſummer |] 

Inthe long dayes of peace, and the glorious ſun-ſhine of the Goſpel, 

he layesup againſt Winter, #.e. either againk times of blindnefſe and 
perſecution , when the meanes ſhall be denyed him, or elfe againſt 

death, when his Rtrength, likethar of Plants; returnes to the earth, 

there co be kept untill che RefurreCtions ſpring. You therefore which 

defire to be freed from ſudden death, and by your prayer will wicnefſe 

this your defirc, witnefleit alſo, I beſeech you , by your carefull 
endeayour to prepare for its comming : pray that you may apply 

ont hearts unto wiſdome, and manifeſt your ſelyesto be wiſe fonnes 

y gathering in Summer, O gather therefore ( gather apace ) whilſt 

it may be( yer) faid ro be Summer : For onght I know, our Sunne 

may bedeclining, and our Summer drawing towards an'end, darke- 

nefle and fpiritval) blindnefſe may be comming fafter en us, then the 

yeares Winter. We haveftruth is )at this time a great ſhine, great ſtore 
ofexcellent and faithfull Preachers , but this may be but Ultimns lu- 
cernefnlgor,che laſt blaze of a dying candle,greateft at laſt. The times 

are dangerous, full ofteares and difmall expeQations (what bloody 
anddefperated:fignes are continually hatche and diſcovered!) ſtrange 

ralke and projets abroad, ( God knowes whether the Jeluites many 

yeares plot mxzy now have ifſue ) the ſcales may turn; ( ſureT am 

our finnes and hardened hearts deſerve it ) nay, doe we notfee them 

ſwagge , and muchadoe to keepe even ? and did not the praycrs and 
humiliations of ſome few good foules among us, which tfigh and 

cry both for their owne, and the abominations of theland, aide 

weight unto the right ſcale, we were utterly loſt, O how ſuddenly 

may the freedome and liberty of injoying God in his Ordinances, for 

want of yaluing,and rightly ufingthem,be tooke from us! Letthere- 

fore you,and me,and him, let eyery one of us refolve with his Saviour, 

m 10g. | 1 To worke the workes of him that ſent us whilſt 'tis day , becauſe the 
4%. night comes, when no man can worke; |the workes of him that ſent mee, 
not of my Father, Vt obligationem: faciend ipſo miſſionis nomine decla- 

n Maldon, rern, that he might ſhew the neceſſity of performing theſe workes, 
'n'0cxM- from his purpoſely being ſent for their performance, So ought wee 
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WhilR*cis called to day,the time of our life,thetime of our liberty,or 
the time allowed us for comming in, let us ply the buſineſſes breeding 
faith, and perfeQing repentance, not onely becauſe they arethe works 
of our Father, works tending to his glory, but alſo becauſe they are 
the works of him that ſent us: to this end hath hee ſent us into the 
World that we might repent and beleeye. Ic concernes us therefore 
carefullyto uſe all the meanes to attaine to this perfeion ere we are 
took out of the world, ere the night of death come on us, when no 
man can work, 

And for ought I know to the contrary, this night wherein no man 
can work, may as well include our laſt fickneſle, the time of dying,as 
that after it, Death is a harder task, and there is moretodo in it then 
moſt menthink of, How much bufineſſe we may then have, and how 
little time allowed for its diſpatch, God onely knowes. A careleſſe 
man going on in the fianes and courſes of the world, who thinkes it 
not worth the while in times of health and content, to trouble him. 
ſelfe with the melancholy of repentance, will finde it employmenc 
more then enough on his death-bed for his weak heart and giddy 
head to ſerhis houſe in order, (the chieftching in theſe troubles cared 
for by worldly eAchirophels } with patience to undergoe his preſent 

aines, or to make the little and fpiritlefle fleſh , God ſhall leave 
Fim, willing to depart : What no time then(my brethren) and quiet 
will he have to makeeyen with God, having run on 30, 40, 50, or 
more yeares in horrible arrerages ? what little leiſure then will hee 
have co refiſt the Devill, quiet his conſcience,or anſwer his clamorous 
finnes? I ſhallin a werd ſhew you what a toile, and trouble, almoſt 
invincible, *cwill be for that man to dye well thar hath lived ill, ac- 
quainting you with theſe 2. things ;_ 1. How hard it is for ſuch a one 
to be willing to dye. 2. How hard it is for himdying to reſiſt the 
Devill. Firtt , ſee how hard it will bee for him to bee willing 
£o d © 

Wharſvever is deſtruRiye to being or life, nature abhorres, the” 
continuance and preſeryation ofthis, being its onely appetite, Such 
2 one then, as yet being in the tate of nature, cannot but mightily 
dread death. Nay, there hath been in the deareſt of Gods children 
this navilliegnets 
pray thee, and let my ſmpp lications be acceptable unto the King, my Lord, *s 
that thou cauſe me not to return tothe houſe of Tonathan the Scribe, leſt 
Zdje there,Ous Saviour foretelling Peter _ bold profeſior,[ Thowgh 
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allſhowld be offended, yet not 1(k of his death,foretold him alſo how uf 
willingly he would undergoe it, 7 how ſbalt be carried whither thou 
worldeſt not (1.) Andthus unwilling havethe Saints been co dye,nor 
only when wealch and pleaſures would haye made them in love with 
life, but evenin ſuch times as theſe, when finne and miferydid abound 
inthe world ; yet eventhen loath have they been to batook our of it: 
juſt as Lot, who though hu righteous foule was vext day by day whilſt 
he lived in Sodom(m ), alchough he knew that a fearefull deftrution 
was falling onit ſuddenly, yet how ſtrangely did he linger when God 
would take him out of ic ? inſomuch that the rwo Angels were con- 
Rrained, laying their hands on him, to force him our. So weak was 
thepureſt and beſt fleſh that wasever madce,even our Saviours,though 
united tothe God- head, that it begged, If it be poſſible let this cap 
paſſe from me, Ipſa vox non exandits m xpoſitio Sacramenti,(1n) 
The myRtery that Chriſt ſhould be God, any. not be heard, is totell 
us, that nature, fleſh and blood would not willingly purchaſe any 
good thing at ſodeare a rate as the price of its life, and being : Man 
then, yes the beſt man, nay God himſelfe, as he was a man, being not 
able without fome Rtruggle and relutancie toundergoethe laſt and 
{ad departure of the ſoule from the body (theſe deare, intimate and 
ancient friends :) with what heart-breaking then and termenting 
unwillingneſſe doth a man formerly carelefſc and cuſtomary in Reli- 
gion yeeld up his foule ? : 

Againe, takenotice how hard 'twill be for himto reſiſt the Devil!; 
who then eſpecially recolle&s what malice and poyſi n is within him, 
and vents it with molt violence ? Ultimmum magno ſcelns anime pa- 
trandam (as Medea of her felfe (v.) Sad and preſent «x pericnce will 
tell you that when the beſiegers of a Town heare that the ſiege is 
ſhortly tobe raiſed by thereliefe of approaching fuccours , whereby 
it muſt neceſſarily be for ever reſcued out of their hands; how fatt P 
and lowd will the Ordoance then thunder ? what underminiogs, 
what ſtratagems, what force will be then uſed ? then will they re- 
collet whatſoever is man in them ; not a brain, heart, or hand which 
ſhall notbe then imployed, that theirformer hopes may not faile, or 
their former labour be loſt. And can the Devill (thinke you ) whe 
hath beſieged a ſoule for 30, 40, 5 6,0r 60, yeares, and allthis while 
hath more then hopes of taking it, be forced to remove ſiege ere hee 
hath eryed his utmoſt trength, fury, and policie? And as theDevill 
will on our death-beds uſe his utmoſt endeayours ; fo ſhall we ( -—> 

merly 
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merly carelefſe) be urtterly diſenabled for refiftance, Alas ! we have 
not in time of health got unto our ſelves the whole armour of a 
Chriſtian, which is very improbable, I will nor ſay impoſſible, to 
begain'd in the laſt ſicknefle; for the armour, the chiefeſt whereof 


js the ſhield of Faith, comes by hearing (p. ) God therefore ſeldome, ( p) tam; 
very ſeldome beſtowes his graces on thoſe who in their health have 1c. 17. 


not thrived by this Ordinance. And this is the reaſon why many 
careleſſe ones dye cither without a Miniſter, or happily having an ige 
norant looſe one, which knows not how to ancien a ſoule out of its 
damnable lethargy ; orlaſtly, having a faithfull one cannot by rea« 
ſon of their preſent paines or feare of hell, reape any profic by him ; 
and if any ſeemingly tous are by Gods bleſſing on a faithfull Mini» 
Ker brought to repent, their repentance isſcarceacceptable, or ſound ;z 
I. Not acceptable. May not God fay to ſuch,as hein the Comedy, 
| Cum nemini obtrudi poteſt, itur ad ey, 6a make me your refuge,not 
your choiſe ; nay, you come not onely laſt unto me, bur you referye 
chat which is worſt forme: Asina barrell long drawn, | Nontan- 
tum minimum, ſed & pe innm reliftum, | what is left is not onely lit- 
ele, but grownes and dregges, the worſt of all; ſo offering your ſelyes 
unto me on your death=beds, you giye me onely that little of your 
life that is lefe, and this little is the worſt part too, made up of paines,' 
weakneſſes, feares, and agonies ;nor this neither would you give me, 
knew you how otherwiſeto beſtow it, What thank-worthy is it to 
be willing toleave your finnes, when you can keep them no longer ? 
to renouncethe world and its yanities, when you mult be took from 
them? to give means tothe poore,when you your ſelyes cannot make 
uſe of them ? to forgive your enemies, when you are difinabled to 
rerurn their injuries? or to perſwade your wife and children torely 
on my providence, becauſe you can no longer lay up for them ? 
2. 'Tis uſually unſound. Many at their laſt gaſpe with teares in their 
eyes,groancs in their hearts, and confeſſion in their mouthes miſcarry 
and goeto hell, which we afluredly conclude to be in heaven, and 


have oft with joy related what good ends _ made, looking 


onely attheir laſt penfiveneſſe, and not attheir former lives, by which 
onely may we gueſſe what followes death, death beingthe Ecchoto 
life,ſo we uſually dye as we live. This fad truth my own reaſon and 
experience makes good. Some have I known in extremity of ſicknes, 
being as they thought the laſt, have made large confeſſions of their 
paſt errours, and haye profelt Rrong _ of amendment - 
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the future, in ſuppoſition of recovery. Oh !.faid they, if it would pleaſe 
God to ſpare me, ſuffer me to recover my Rrengh ere 1 goe hence, 
acdeunto my yeares, mightily would 1 manifeſt , how the Lord 
hath ſanRified his vifitation unto me, by a rfclaimed,fſtrit,and exem« 
par life : yet being reſtored againe to their former firepgth and 

iberty,( Dogges and Sowes as they are ) have ſuddenly returned to 
their yomitand mire;this my experiencetels me : now my reaſon tels 
me,that had theſe wretches died in this their repentance, which the 
devill madethem belecye,and they us, was ſound and true, they muſt 
neceſfarily have gozeto hell, becauſetheir afterrelapſes, and wal. 
lowings proved them to be counterfeits. 

Thus are we necefficated to fear the miſcarrying of all theſe careleſs 
ones,though they are permitted todyein their beds witha long and 
ordinary ficknefſe Oh then in what danger do they live ?and how do 
they walke upon the brinke of hell, which care not through repen- 
eanceand humiliation to make their peace with God in theſe dif. 
mall, bloody, dying times of ours, when probably this benefir of 
dying by a long fickneſſe inthe bed, being der.ycd them, they may 
be ſuddenly cut off with a head full of Wine , hands full of oppreffi- 
on,eyes full of uncleannefle, and a heart full of malice ; andthinke 
( Ohthinke ) whatthen ! 

I know the jelly cuſtomary ſinners ordinary objeRion , (no 
great decifion,ſure 1 am,no diſptofit to anſwer ir) Though weas yer 
rake our ſwing in the wayes and courſes of the world, and death 
may overtakeus ere we are prepared for it; yet God can make us 
doe much in a little time, and that as much in as lictle cime too, as 
the thiefe on the Croſſe did. 

'Tis truth, to God nothing is impoſſible,much lefle can any thing 
bee hard to him, yet know, thattheL o n » is inflaitely juſt, 
as well as omnipotent, and I know not how ic can ſtand with his in= 
finice juflice miraculouſly to worke faith and repentance in a manon 
his death- bed, diſtraRted with fickneſſe, weeping friends, a clamorous 
conſcience, and a miſgiving heart , which in time of Rrength and 
quiet, wilfully did ſhut his eyes againk light, counted the preaching 
ofthe Word fooliſhneſſe by which fooliſkneſſe , as hee and ſuch like 
count ir, it pleaſeth God to ſave them that belecve ; he hath appointed 
as 2 meanes to worke faith in them whom he intends to ſave. 

Bur did he not make the thick on the Crofle much repent and 
belceveina little time?and why may he nottakethe ſame courſe with 
__ Jn 2} NL eo _ 
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The Y anity of Self-boafters. 17. 
This Exaryple of the Thiefe onely proves , that if thou doeft as peſo; 
truely nad beleeveon thy Jed.bed .asthe Thiefe did on the Reſole 
Crofle, though thou haſt beene formerly never ſo deſperately wilde ' 
and careleſſe,and canft manifeſt the truth. of thy faith and repen- // 
tance by as lively fruits as he did, thou art call'd,though at the laſt 
boure, and art aſſured of heayen : but it does not prove that God 
chooſeth the laſt houre to call ſoules in ; though faith and repen= 
tance,beit given when it will; cannotmiſle of heaven : yet ſeldome 
or neyer,never but once,haye weread or heard of, God beftowes theſe 
graces on them,whichrtillthen never thought them worthy the ſcek+ 
ing. The Fathersand moderne Divines afford tore of anſwers to 
this carelefle ObjeRion, Firſt , that of «Anguftine is very good, 
Verum quidens dic ts, quod Denspenitentia tne maulgentiam promiſit, ( Aug, de 
ſed hnic dilationi tue diem craſtinum non promiſit |; That mercifull verb.Dew; 
God which hath promiſed pardon upon repentance, hath not pro» S746, 
miſcd ro morrow to him that deferres it. Whenſoeyer therefore 
thou artcall'd, come, doe nor deferre thy comming till the eleyenth 
houre, becauſe you have heard of the Thiefe then call'd : "cis very like- 
ly in theſe bleeding, dying times,that thou ſhalt not live to the fixth. 
Secondly,t from the Creation to this preſent houre, we have read bur , ,,»,, 
of one ſo miraculouſly ſnatcht out of the fire : *ewasa miracle where- Comforts 
with God honoured the paſſion of his Sonne, and we may then onely ” lf. 
looke for the like miracle, when Chriſt is againe to fuffer, Thirdly, ———_ 
and laſtly, » Princes now and caen, though very ſeldome, as tokens ar. pet 
of their clemency, pardon ſome man at the blocke, yet if any ſhall r.4b.z, * 
in hope hereof wilfully offend, and having offended , delay ſuing for c.3* 
a pardon, till he be led forth toexecurion,certainly he richly deſeryes 
to ſuffer, not onely for his offence, but for his preſumption :-juſt fo 
the Lord to manifelt the riches of his mercy, pardoned thethiefe, 
when death ( death eternall ) was ſeizing on him : now thoſe which 
hercupon ſhall rake occaſion by continuing in their old and finfull 
courſes,fearefully to diſpleaſe his Majeſtie, or having fearfully offen. 
ded , yet ſhall deferre by faith and repentanceto ſue for pardon, ut= 
terly unworthy arethey ofgrace and mercy,and as probably asdeſer= 
vedly ſhallperiſh in their finnes, and be delivered upto the blacke 
tormentor. 
To conclude therefore this firſt application (the ſurableneſſe 
whereof both to cut times and ſad occafion hath lengchened it agreat 
deale beyond my intention ) confidering how hard, almoſt impoſſi« 
| | | C 3 ble, 
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Ther anity of Self-boafters. 
ble;itisto repent in our laſt fickneſſe, and how probable it is that the 
laſt and uſuall leiſure of a long ſickneſſe, will by reaſon of our natu- 
rall frailties, the raging of infeftions and violent diſcaſes , together 
with the thouſand caſualties of a bloody Civill warre, be utterly de- 
nycd us, Let us ſpeedily ſet about working forth our ſalvation with 
feare andtrembling : Let's forthwith endeavour to make our calling 
and eleion ſure : Now, now, in this breathing time of health and 
libercy, let's make good ourtitle to heaven, confirm our evidence,our 
Faith, which i theevidence ofthings not ſeen, (u) and have in readi- 
neſſe our witneſſe, which is a good confcience. The Scripture will 
not give you any incouragement or allowance for the leaſt delay. 
Tis to day if you wilt heare his voyce, harden not your hearts,(w) no 
to morrow, if you will heare it ; a dayesprocraltination doth harden 
the heart. Tis now is,not hereafter will be, the acceptable time : Be- 
hold now is the day of ſalvation, (x) The glorious time of the Goſpel, 
wherein peace and reconciliation through Chriſt is tendered on con- 
dition offairh and repentance, is expreſt by the preſent timeand this 
day, totellus (asI conceive) that there is acertain time allowed for 
every mantocomein, whichnick and opportunity, through a deff 
ratgcareleſneſſe o'reſlipping, heis irrecoyerably loſt. And therefore 
ought we to make ſothrifty a uſe ofthis day, nay ofthis preſenttime, 
of this preſent houre of my diſcourſe, as though chis glaſſe were now 
turn'd up upoh you, and that the time allotted for your, and your 
comming in didexpire with the falling of the laſt ſand, For therefore 
(faith a Father ( y): is our laſt day conceald from us, that we may be- 
leeve eyery day td be the laſt, Oh that the Lord would make me a 
bleſſed in{trument to move, melt, and fofren bur one heart here pre. 
ſent, with the apprehenſion of that horrour and trembling, which 
ſeizes a foule impenitent and unprovided finner ſuddenly death- 
rucken,and with the blow having his conſcience awakened ; or in- 
to what everlaſting burnings and torments he ſinks being neyer a- 
wakened. (But I have already treſpaſſed too much in the lengh of 
the uſe of the firſt branch, I ſhall recompence your patience jn 
the ſhorrneſle of the other uſes. I goe forwards therefore to the ſe 
cond branch. j 
Of what doſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe? 5. e. what haſt thou which might 
be a juſtſubject for boaſting? whatſoever thou dareſt own,or call thine, 
are either the good things of thy body, fortune, or thy mind, ( as they 
are commonly diſtinguiſhed ) we will make our examination m - 
| a” & 
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The Y anity of Self booſters; 
rally, Firſt then, the good things of thy body areeither beautie or 
Aren th ; but neither of theſe can -uſifie the leaſt pride or vaunt - 1 

Not RR which is Fles floris, the lower of a flower : Man at the /” 

beſt is but a Flower ſuddenly gone, (z) «fs for man his dayes are 4s (pr. ,.: 


 graſſe, as a Flower of the field ſo he flonriſheth, for the wind paſſeth over 15.16, 


it,and ſo it is gone,and the place thereof ſhall kyow it no more; but beauty 
is that which ſooueſt fadesand altersin man,nay 'cis only yput; arbor, * (7; Eg. 
{* ) the flower of colour, or thecolour of a flower, which ſooneſt 
fades in a lower, Addetothis, that Scripture, experience, Chroni- 
cles, and moſt Hiſtories tellus,that thoſe ſinnes and miſcries can ſcarce 
be equalled, which this fond thing. (we call beauty) hath produced, 
And eyen this might take off from boaſtingof it, becauſe 'ris (as Pin- 
dari termes it) Kigut *Apgodirns, the wanton Goddeſſes Embaſſa- 
dour, Nor can fireogth, healch, or manhood juſtifie thy boaſt ; for 
know, eſpecially in the times of warre and ficknefſe know, that the 
healchieſt, ableſt men fall chickeſt : Strong and able men are daily 
call'd tothe dangers and hazzards of the warre, and the pureſt and 
beſt complexions ſooneſt yeeld tothe infeRtion and cruelty of raging 
diſeaſes; and moſt Phyſicians affirm, that T emperamentum adpondus- 
(as they call it) the exaReſt conſtitution hath moſt dangerin it , be= 
cauſe ircannot long conhiſt in its perfection and excellencie: Et quis 
nou pote(t inmelina progredi labitur in deterias,(as Galen ſomewhere) 
becauſe ic cannot grow better, growes worſe: And that Aphoriſme of 


Hippocrates (4) will hinder your boaſting, painesand diſcaſes are ez- (a)Hippee,. 


fieft in youth and age, | neg} I 745 dxuds iyvplrage,] of more force /e47. 2. 4. 
againſt che ſtrongeſt complexion. A ſudden tempeſtuous fickneſſe, a. ph9r.3%=4 
feaver, the Scone, or wind in the Stomack (as a tempeſc deales with | 
Ru-dy Okes) ſooneſt plucks up and overturnes the Rrongeft, when. 

weak creeping wretches comeoff eaſier, 

And ifchou haft no juſt cauſe to boalt of the good things of thy bo= 

dy , much lefle cauſe haſt thou to boaſt of the things wecall thegood 

things of Forcune, þecauſe they are leſſe thine own, longer winged, 

and flyeaway ſooner, Firſt, no cauſe haſt thou to boaſt of thy riches, 

for nec vere ſunt, nec twe (b), they areneither truly wealth, northine 

owne: ſofarre arethey from being thine owne, that we are forbid- (4) 74, 
den to gatherthem for our ſelves. Lay not #p (faith our Saviour) for Ser. 43, 
Yaur ſelves treaſures wponearth ( notthat weare forbidden with honeſt (©) Maz.s, 
and moderate carefulneſſe to endeavour an increaſe of our Rock and? 


talent; No, the havdofthe diligent maketb rich , ſaich Solowon, (d\ (9 Þ*** 
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their growing rich is made thereward and encouragement to niode- 
rate and honeſt carefulneſſe ; but that we ſhould not lay up treaſures 
for our ſelves; that we ſhould not therfore carke, ſpare, and pine, that 
we may purchaſe a propriety in wealth, that we may haye heapes of 
gold and toreof lands that we may call our owne, that we may have 
What to ſer our hearts on with that foole in the Goſpell finging 
lullabieto our ſoules, Sole take thy reſt, thou hatt much goods laid up 
(e) —_— for many yeeres,(e) thou haſt goods laid up, the goods are thine, and 
15'”* fortheeonely arethey laid up : Well might this foole by the Pſal- 
(f) F/al.' miſt (f) be ſaid to be drſquieted in vaine, becauſe he ſtored mp richer, 
39-66 andknowes not who ſhallenjoy them: Sotarre is he from knowing who 
ſhall enjoy them, that he knowes not for whom he gathers them. 
(2) 1 Cor, Even in.this ſenſe alſo that charge of the Apoſtle (g) requires obedi- 
ence, Let no man ſeek his owne, but every one anothers wealth, Let him 
not ſeek wealth for bimſelfe ro make ir his owne, bur for others, eithet 
for his children, friends, Common: wealth, eſpecially for God, for 
the upholding of his cauſe, or the reliefe of his ſervants. And oh that 
men would confider what no propriety, what no tight chey themſelyes 
haye to their wealch, what no maſters themſelves are of their owne 
purſe, when Gods cauſe calls for't, and bids them deliver! 
{b) Marq, Again,the deceirfulnefſe of riches(as our Saviour call; ir (þ ) which 
I9. eſpecially failes us in our greateſt nect ſity, ſhould keep us from boa« 
Ring of them; when age or i ck nefſe throwes thee on thy death=bed, 
thy full barnes 2nd cram'd bagges will afford chee litcle comfort, thy 
corn will not then be nouriſhing, nor thy gold reſtorative, In this 
(7) Gen. needfull time they deale with'us as Hagar did with /mael(5), being 


{32.16 Jotablethento comfort us with the waters of refreſhment, they de-= 


part from us, they yeeld us up unto death ; and atter death thy com- 
fort will be lea(t of all, thine I mean, which pride\t thy felfe in thy 
wealth : for inthat laſt and great day they will butencreaſe thy nz, 
adde to theſcore, and make thy accomprs deeper and more intricate, 
This mifery riches bring with them though well gor, bur if ill gar, 
by oppreſſion, thetrade of Vſury, or other unlawfull gaines, whar 
no cauſe haſt thou to boaft of them ? eſpecially in thy Jaſt fickneſſe, 
when theirdeccivableneſſe plainly appeares : this heavie ſtrait wile 
thou be brought to, ifthon make reſticution, as God and thy conſci- 
encerequires, thon muſt then leave thy children beggers; ifnor, thy 
ſoule finks into hell: ('alym nndique, & nndique pontus. 
Secondly, no juſt cauſt haſt thou ro boalt of thy honours, > mr" 
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The anity of Self-boaſters; 
though in theraſelyes good,not onely as they are Gods gifts: [ He it is 
that raiſeth the poore ont of the duſt , and lifteth the begger from the 
dunghill, to ſet thens among ft Princes, and to make them inherit the ſcat 


ay cx 
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of g/ k ] bur alſo as they are rewards co thoſe that Rick for his Ho- = Sam. 2, 


nour | He will honour thoſe that honour him | ] Yet to thoſe that de. Y Sam, 1+ 


fire co pride themſelves in them are juſt cauſe of dread and ſhame, for 30. 


theſe reaſons : Firſt, ſuch will defire honour farre above their de 
ſert and place : Thus eAlexander, who gloried much in his 
height and ViRtories, willingly accepted of divine reſpet;when ſome 
of his baſe Courtiers perſwaded him he was a God, then preſently 
became he violent againſt the few faichfull friends of his that gaine= 
fayed it, ſo violent, chat the faichfulleft of them was murthered ; and 
no wonder, forthinking himſelfa god, 'cwaseaſie for himafterwards 
to conceive that he was not bounded by Lawor duty. Secondly,ſuch 
will not onely affe&t honour farre above them, bur whatſoever bo- 
nour they aff, they are cager in the purſuit of it, and it cannot, ea« 

fily be gueſt, whar variety of hanes and dangers ſuch will run tho= 
row toſatisfic their luſt ; they care not how diſhone(i the meanes be, 
how baſe the inſtruments, nor how foulethe way, fo they may ger 

to their journeys end. God grantthat we owe not our preſent (uf- 

ferings , nay our preſent finnes ; our hideous lyings, oathes, per- 

juries, bloody ftratagems, murthers, and opprefſions to ſuch inordi- 

nate deſires. Thirdly and laſtly, they which defire honour meerly 
that they may vaunt and gliſter, they will not defire thatwhich nei- 
ther God nor man hath thoughtfic for them, and with a ſtrange ca- 
gerneſſe, and hazard purſue this defire, untill they have either loſt 
themſelyes or gain'd their unjuſt honour, bur into theſe Rraights are 
they alſo caſt, viz, to be as baſe and finnefull in keeping their Ho- 

nour, as they werein the obtaining of it (according tothat rule ofthe 


Hiſtorian m, | /iſdems artibus retinetur gloria quibus parta fuit | gloty mn $411, 


is tobe keptupon the ſametearmes it was got ; if thou by Ginnefull 
courſes and baſe inſtruments gotteſt up, the ſame finnefull courſes 
and baſe infiruments are neceſſary tothe keeping of thy, height, 0+ 
cherwiſe they which ſet thee up will pull thee downe again, ex. gre 
if by flattery and difſembling thou gotreſt ſo high,then (O miſery!) 
muſt thou ill be baſe and flacter » if by bribing,then muſt thou ill 
be ſending and giving , otherwiſe 'ewill bee with thee as with a 
Comet, which (lay Aſtronomers) continues its blaze and luſtre no 
longer then it hath matter to feed and maintain it ; nor will thy 


D glory 
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glory, if thus come by, laſt longer then thou haſt oyle to foment ie; 
baſe ſmooth language or gifts; but when theſe faile, thy great 
friend will- begin to frown, and then down thou muft, and wilt fall 
like a ſpent exhalation. Put theſe together then, and tell me, Have | 
thoſe which are ſo unjuſt in their defires, and fo violent in the pur-= 
ſuir of them, fo violent (Ifay ) chat they ofc run through any fin,and on” 
venture on any danger , rather then they'l be hindred, yes and are *' 

.; forced forthe moſt part toa neceſſary continuance in the finnes, by 

" Which, and liablenefſe to thoſe dangers , __ which they © 
waded to their heigth: : have theſe (I lay) juſt cauleof boaſting of * 
their honourthus got and enjoyed ? Alas! my brethren, did you Rele 
and know the ſtings and burnings:, thethrowes and cuttings of their 
guilty conſciences, if they have any,you would not be long in givin 
in your anſwer. But one Rep further, that they (Atheiſts as they 
are) have noconſciences, for none but Atheifts would be fo violent 
and finfull in the purſuit of honour, andthat they can g/oriam tiſdens 
artibus retinere , quibus parta fait , keep their heigth and glory with 
the ſame fins and firength wherewith'twas got; yer allchis will bur 
make them great and glorious finners, whoſe end is horrour to 
imagine, 
And then for the beſt honours which are to be gained the beſt an 

moſt innocent way, though offered and forced onthee ; labour thou 
maiſt indeed to deferye them, but neyer to make chem matrer of thy 
boaſt : Hence our Saviour, the people crying, Bleſſed i he which come 

n Luk.19, meth King of ]ſrae{n, would by no meanes be brought to rc buke 7 

38.40 them; but underfianding their intention was to make him King, he 

o Tob.6. withſtrodthemo , whereupon Hilarin , [ Inſinuat qued ſtatum regium, 

_ & mundi honores wvolebat mereri, & contemnere | he thereby willed oY 
the deſert, and contempt of worldly honours : Magna fortuna eff | 
magna ſervitis, high place is but an honourable ſ:rvitude, and wil! 
Randinlittleſtead at laſt ; it cannet ſave of deaths arreſt , though 
happily it may te Lawes; Even of the greateft of mortals, faith the | 

p P/al.145. Pſalmiſt P, hrs breath goeth farth, he retarneth to his earth,(the earth 

4o from whence he came) and then all his thoughts (not good thoughts 
certainly , for ſuch are gloriouſly ſatisfied , but his bad thoughts , | 
his thoughts of ſoaring, revenge, rioting, &c. ) ſhall periſh: Then (as 

q LUb.3. Lmcretins wittily q) Eripitur perſona, manet res , the play will bee | 
done,his ex#it come, and his robes tcok off, he will appeare an arrant | 
' Man, not of better earch or mould then the pqoreſi begger. 


Thirdly, - 
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' Thirdly and laftly , no juſt cauſe haſt thou to boaſt of chy great 
friends,thy dependancy or mighty relations,and that for theſe reaſons; 
Firſt, becauſe moſt arefalſe, they dive and winde themſelyes into thy 
boſome; and being got into thy innermotit cloſer, acquainted with thy 
'« HNacurallbent and inclination; they will accordingly fo bende and 
# Crooktheir words and actions,and therewith as with a falſe key,they 
will unlock and open thy heart, that they may deale with thee as La- 
' © ,$#aric in T acitzs did with Sabin ©, found and pump thee untill they * Anna'.l. 
Have got enough out of thee to undoe thee. They will \ /aviling on ©... 
thee get out thy ſeorets , lay up thy words, will not ſpare to doe thee \, ., + 
hart, or to put thee in priſon: There are I am confident plenty of 
fuch friends ſtoring up againft a black day. How uſuall a way of 
| poyſoning is it to profeſle Phyſick? Who would not have took 
foab to have been Amaſa's friend ? ſee his friendly greeting , Art 
thou in health my brother ? Takes him by the beard to kifſle him, 
buc nothing leſſe; this onely co make way for more ſurely murther- 
ing ofhim ; for hereby (faith the Text ) Amaſa took no heed to Toabs 
ſword , ſo hee ſtrook him therewith on the fifth ribhe and ſhed ont _ | | 
his bowels to the ground, and ftreok hins not againe*, 20.94 10, 
- Secondly , ſuppoſe thy friends not ſuch wretched Caitiffs, as to 
intend to build themſelves a fortupe out of thy ruines, or riſe the 
higher by treading on thee ( though the diſcovery of many bloedy 
underminingstell us , there are ſtore of ſuch among us) notwith- 
ſanding few are there which doe truly intend the good of their 
friends, Many will be friends co thy wealth, thy power, wifedome, 
or hoſpitality, which will not be fo to thee; ſuch as the Philoſopher 
ſayes, | qui eo uſque olewm infundunt, donec lacerni opus ef} | which put 
oile into the Lamp no longer, then they make uſe of irs light : But 
when thy candle is put out , as Job phraſes it u, when thou art ;dif- u 706 18.6 
enabled from affording them comfort and relicfe, then preſently will 
they fall off,and(as he coinplaines of his friends *)dea/e geceirfally with x 105 6.15, 
thee as 4 brook, in ſummer, inthe heat of thy afflictions, when thou 
haſt moſt need of them, faile thee, and Ike Davids kinsfolk Rand a- 
farre of y. | y Pſal. ;8. 
Thirdly, grant thy «friend true, and for the time faſt, yer how ſoone _ 
may another creep into his boſome, and thruſt thee out? I need not 
ro goe fo farre back as totell you that Hama ( but now Ahaſuerus 
his great Fayoritc, theonely man privy to his ſports, and buſineſles ) 
was on a ſudden forc't to be an infirument of Hordecar's honour , 
| D. 2 whom 
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whom ere-while hee would not ſuffer. xo fit covered befere him , and 

z Ef.7, ;mmediately afterwards hang'd on that Gallowes ke rear'd for him z. 
How ſuddenly the ſcales have turn'd, and good carding altered, our 
own Chronicles will cell you,yes,our own times (very late times) will 
tell you how a long impriſoned perſon hath been took our of the 
priſon ,1 judged , and! cenſured his but now mighty adverſary : 
'T were loſſe of time to ſhew you thoſe many, whom ſympathy and 
converſation have been long a twiſting,whichin a chrice have been as 
famous for thei. enmity, as ever they were for their friendſhip. One 
inftance ſhall ſerve, Sejaxs had but now ſo much of the boſome of 

(a)Tacitus, Tiberixa ( as the Hiſtorian tells us (4) , that he tiles him | conſors 
curaram, \partner in his cares; and ſo much of his dignity, that he 
Riles him | College imperii | partner in his Empire : but how ſudden= 
ly and fatally did the Scene alter, nextday, nay next houre | (alca- 
mus Ceſaris hoſtem; | Macrea new pellet, but his old Adverſary, 
thruſt him out of Tiberi#s his favour, brought men and Au.hority to 
the Senate to ſpoyle him of bis life, and (which was worſe to an am- 
bitious man)of his honours too:then thoſe, which but this houre were 
his Idolaters, became with the hearing of f1x lincs read , preud to bee 
bis execurioners, and madebim the ſacrifice, which but this morging 
was their God. 

Fourthly and laſtly,fſuppoſe thy friend (thy greateſt friend) true and 
faſt, as conſtant too, as the three paires the H.athens boatt of: let him 
be as cloſe and ſuretothee as /avathan was to David;nay further, ſup- 

ſe him as cloſe and as faſt to his God too, yer he is. itill bur Gods. 


inftrument : if thou doſt ill, he neither will, nor dares tick to thee;, 


if thou doſt well, yet can he be nor morenor longer thine, then Gud- 
ſhall ſuffer him, Nay let me tell you, if high friends, great depen- 

| dance, or mighty relation be thag which you pride your ſelves in and: 
boaſt of, God may +(and*cis probable he will) ſocruſh and humble 
thy rene friend, that thou maiſt gladly make uſe of Peters [| I know 
wot the man: ] 'twas I believe ſomewhat in the cauſe why the Lord 
Jeſus fo left Peter,that be denied, forſwore, and wept, becauſe herelied 
too much upon the man ( hriſt Jeſus. Reade we not thac 'twas uſuall 
amongſt the antient to attach and accuſe friends asacceſſories, and 
conclude every traitours friend a confpiratour? and that humour is not: 
yet quite worn out: For though judgeraent doth-not ſo peremptorily. 
(as in old times) ſeizethe friends of the accuſed, or guilty , yer ſuſpi= 
tion ſtickgcloſe to them ; and if jealous, ſuſpitious eyes are about thee, 
| tis 
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The V anity of Self-boafters; 25 
"tis as bad as moſſe about a tree; *rwill for thepreſent hindex thee from 
thriving, and at laſt by degrees wither thee, No ſooner was our Savie 
our berraid , bur preſentenquiry-was made after his friends and fol. 
lowers; then preſently thow alſo Peter waſt with Teſus of Galilee * ; and * Matt.26, 
again, thes felluw alſo was with Teſus of Nazareth 2 (b) And though the 69.71. 
Diſciples fell not pn_y with their Maſter, yet his cauſe was their 
death, and becaulc they perſecured him, they perſecuted them much 
more. 
This have I taid, not that I would have you. leaye your Saviour , 
or feare to profeſſe friendſhip to his cauſe and ſeryants, but then you 
might know that friendſhip, and relation only ,bethey never ſo inno- 
cent ,'may cauſe your overthrow. Hence the a Phocion 
asking them why others ( he only being thought guiley ) ſhould bee 
accuſed , anſwered onely|[ quod amici furrint | becauſe they were his 
friends. Thus Alexander ( as (wrtms tels us) ſoughtthe death of all 
Parmeno's friends and allies ; and to Sejanus his friends | amicitia 
objefta eſt] they were accuſed of friendſhip: Nay (as Tertwllian wit- 
neſſeth of him *,| portets ſunt in carcereme emorituri puberes, qui mor- *. 40g. 
tems neſciebant, ſub cultro ridebam | 'ewas ſufficient fault for his chil- 
dren to be his, who(tender wretches!)were put todeath,cre they know 
what it meant, and ſported with that axe that was toend both their 
mirth and life:So ſuddenly ny the wind turn and times change,that 
you may with a heavy heart ſay of your great fiiend, what Evodius 
does of Sejanus, | «/Eque. illums amaſſe quam offendiſſe periculs+ 
ſum } his friendſhip is now as dangerous as before his anger. 
Wass 
To put this together then, if ſome friends are baſcly treacherous - 
many ſclfe-ended, others inconſtant , and all but men fraile, and' 
yncertaine in their perſons and condition, ſubjeR rothe miſcarriages 
of Rate and change of times ; yes ſo ſubjeR, that thy former friend- 
ſhip, and relation with them may utterly ruiaethee, thoughrthou and. 
thy great friend be never ſo janocent. This being ſo, doubtlefle thou 
haſt no juſt cauſe to boali of thy friends, though I bate thee the finful» 
neſle of it. | 
But were we fot eare and eye-witneſles to the contrary, we could 
not think that any one which hath-not lefr ro-bee man can be fo 
very 2a crayen as to crow on theſe dung-hills, boaſt of meere froth, 
of cheſe low, worldly, gaudy nothings: a Heathen could fay 2 , | quan *Sen. pre- 
contewpta res eft homo , fi non (upra humana ſe exercu:rit {| man is /* "4% 
AY D 3 | a yery _ queſt 
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The Vanity of Self-boaſters, 
2 very inconrfiderable thing if the things here below ohely take up 
histimeand thoughts : yetthereare/ bona animi | the good things of 
the mind, ſomethings within man, ſuch as knowledge, fweer and 
K affable diſpoſitions, morall vertues, together with reaſon, and other | 
gifts, and naturall endowments , which a man may better call his 
| owne, and therefore the Heathens have fo ſtrangely boaſted of them, 
which ſome,even Chriſtians have thought may enable them | ex pr- 
14 naturalibus-] meerely of themſclyes to lay hold and keepe faſt their 
| Saviour, co worke out their ſalvation with feare and trembling ( as 
proud nature miſconſftrues, that place of the Apoſtle; ) and therefore 
ſome, even Chriſtians have boaſted of theſe naturall, and morall en-+ 
| dowments, But for my partſoſenfibleam I ( and theLord continue 
| meld )ofthele wretched fruits, which ( radix i/ta dammata ) ( as the £2 
| bAuflin. Father cals her 9\)nature that dinable root brings forth, that I cavnot 
| _ '4 but inreſpe oftheſe good things ofzhe mind a)ſo(asthey are called.) 
* Continue my wonder and queſtion,and aske the richeſt endowed, the 
compleateſt man,that nature or induſtry hath made , Why boaſtcf 
thouthy ſelfe intheſe? Y 
And firſt, what juſt ſubje& of boaſting cat the wiſdome and 
EY knowledge of the cxperienteſt learnedRt man afford him , which 
| ſome have thought at the beſt to be but opinion : that whatſoever 
wearecapable of, is not otiely uncertainein its poſſeſſion, burin its 
| knowledge alſo : nay,this Tenet oftheirs, That nothing can be truely 
| yy is not ſufficiently knowne unto themſelyes 3 as Lacrering 
| well; 


i Nl ſciri quiſquis patat id queg, neſcit 
cLib.q- An ſciripoſſit quod ſemel ſcire fatetur ©, 
 Butgraht our knowledgemay be ſute and certaine, yet what juſt 
matter of boaſtin g can thar be, which is purchaſed with ſo much ado, 
and may be loſt ſveafily ? How much money,travell,fickneſle , pati- 
ence,and Rudy (though yulgar ignorancethinke otherwiſe ) gee to 
the making of a wiſe knowing learned man, whom an Apoplexy, 
| Lethargy, Palkie, or diſcontent, in a moment beſots, or frikes Juna- 
| 4/nEpit: tick?Thus Eccins, Luthers great adyerſary(asgreat for his learning,as 
_ une his malice,as Oſcanderd, 8 Cardinall Crefſentims, the Popes Nuntio, | 
=” % attheCouncell of Tremt,as Sleiden relates ©) were ftrucke with a ſud- 
f Antiq. den frenzie: and ( els Rhodiginns will tell you that Ariſtotle the 
A #71:3. Fountaine and Conduit of almoſt all learning and wiſedome, was 
| <5: by a yiolent ſurprifall of griefe ſuddenly cur off f, The Sto5 (gs = | 
the 


the greateſt Idolaters that ever wiſedome and learning had, have fat 

roo low a rateuponthem,that they ſticke not to affirme that Hey» 

clitus and Pherecides ( men oraculouſly wiſe amongſt them ) would 

have changed their wiſedome for health, if thereby they might baye 

beene ridde of their paines and Sicknefle for health ( a goed ſo com- 

on ro usand beaſts, that ſome have therefore preferi'd tiches be- 
Orc it, 


Et divitem optare podagram 
Non dubitant 'P ® 1uuea; 
Thus manty havethere becre(andthrſenone of the weakeſtneither) ©, ” 
that have preferr'd a childes (unplicity, and a fooles ignorance. before 
it, leſt by a fore-thoughc,and miſerably wiſe anticipation, they might 
ſuffer affliions before they fall, and being fallen , adde to the load 
by a punctuall compariſon of paſt bappineſſe and preſent miſery, 
Truely in this reſpeR ſpake the Greeke Poet | Ey 79 gporiiv 39 wadsy 
#1595 £2 |] the ſweerelt life is in knowing nothing Þ, of which So» , Sopboc: 
lomon gives the reaſon; becauſe in mach wiſdeme i much ſor. 1jac. 
row |, 1 Ecclefe 
And if thou haſt ſo little cauſe to boaſt of Knowledge and 
wiſcdome, then much leſſe cauſe haſt thou to boaſt of a towardly 
diſpolicion, naturall ingenuity,pleaſantnefle of wit, yes or of the full 
chaine of morall vertues, which all put together , are buc | ſerine 
C radices prudentie } but the rootes and ground-worke of wiſedome, 
Know thereforethar in the ſecond place, ſweetneſſe and ingenuity of 
Nature, nor the greateſt ocke of morality , can juſtifie thy boaſt; 
(I meaneRtill, though weabftrat from boaſting its fintulneſle ) 
Though theſc happily are in themſelves goods Gods gifts, and chal- 
lenge chy thankfulneſſe, yet not ſoabſolutely good, or thine owne, 
as tojuſtifie aboaſt. For theſe are at the beſt but home-made gar. 
ments, which may perchance ſerye to keepe out wet in the world, get 
name and reputation amongſt merf, yer isit not a fir drefle for the 
Spouſe to meet her Bride-groome in: and if thou art not better clad 
at the great marriage-feaſt, thou wilt be found without thy wedding: 
garment, Againe,doe not theſe endowments, if not ſeaſoned by the 
Holy Ghoſt, make us more yeelding and liable to tempration ? wit. 
neſſerheſe common phraſes, which oft, our of a fond irreligious cha- 
rity;we beſtow on ſwine, ' eAlas!he is a man of a very good natyre, 
An enemy onely to himſelfe,You ſee the worſt of him, )the worft,quoch 
you! God forbid I ſhouldeyer ſee apy of you ſo bad; for happily ſo- 
| | ber 
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The anity of Self-boaſters, 
ber,and himſclfe,he hever ſwore;cheated, lyed;quarrell'd. &&c.at1d may 
onthe Lordsday paſſe with moſt for a very good Chriſtian : but on 
Munday there comes a Meſſenger from the Devil), one of the drin- 
king crew, hashim abroad, where,after a Catowſ: or two, hee lo» 
ſeth both hisſenſe and goodnefle, and then his laſcivious geſture, and 
prophane language,confeſſe that his former aRed civiliry was not 
grace, but ſome cowardly ſcedes of morality , which vainglory and 
imitation had fo'tered inco a cultome. Yet this is not all , theſe na- 
eurally ſweet diſpoſitions and vertues make a man not onely more 
pliable cotemptation, but-(thoughIdarenot ſay, as ſome,thar they 
arc.at the beſt a hinderance to Religion) yet certaivly may I ay with 
a Divine of ours, if they are not reftificed by che good Spirirthey can- 
not but blocke up the way tothe power of godlineſſe; and upon this 
his reaſon too : becauſe many,when they have perceived that naturall 
ſweetnefſe, andcivill uprightneſſe have got them name and credit in 
the world, andthatit will confiRwith the profit and pleaſure which 
ſome boſome ſinne affords them,then preſently Rop theyhere,conten- 
ting themſelves with a probable being in the right way, when (to 
ke truth ) *cis but a plauſible way toeternall death, 

Andifthe beſt of naturall diſpoſitions, nay,if the beſt of our mo- 
Tall habits which are Kupigs apere* | properly call'd vertues, are no 
juſt matter for boaſting,then-certainly neither is our reaſon,or ſharp- 
neſſe of judgement, whichis onely | gug;) dpe7) ] a naturall yertue,and 
improperly fo call'd, Know Secinxs in thethird place,that thy reaſon, 
though naturally never ſo deepe or ſharpe , cannot make good th 
pride and (trange boafting of it : which by nature, and of it ſelfe is 
darkened, a Nay, darkneſſe it ſeife>,and this is that darknefſs which 
conld not comprehend the light ', that veſſel which i not able to com. 
prehendthe way of the Higheſt 4, Though 1 cannot well fide with 
them,who make reaſon an abſolute enemy to Religion ©, and that the 
way to be ripe in faith, is tobe raw in wit and judgemene. Though 
there is on the other (ide, __ Dei in aperto (as Saint Auſtin ex. 
- preſſes it ) che wiſedome of God legible in the creaturegthongh che ve- 
riet Feathen hath a Law written in his heari ſ@fhcient for convicti- 
on, yer there is | ſapientia Dei in myſterio ]the myſtery of godlineſſe, (4s 
Saint Paul ſpeakes ) f which is farre beyond the reach and ken of 
naturallreaſon : which when I faſten my thoughts on, I cannot bue 
thinke and fay,nay,[ «yaxgc( | with the ancient Father, Shall I cry 
out | 8*O7: Vp rr Nap Ag orief nate any xtlsTg grozus Te yu ] 
that 
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that theſe points of Chriſtianity are above our underſtanding, aboye 

our reaſon, and above the capacity of created nature, and therefore 

a little before he affirmeth , char the interpreration of them ought P.195; 
not to be [ ay; A010 pers erfpwaipus ] according to humane reaſon, * 

[ LANG 9% 79 Binue Tis diſaouanias T5 m1 urs | bur according ro 

the ſenſe and will ofthe doEtrine of the Spirit, efpecially ( faith hee ) 

| api; 775 THe inxangias Tpigmucrs | with the fonnes of the Church. Once ; 
therefore well ſpake ,7ilenzs , though fince miſerably he fell (ratio- ©) m_—_ 
vew extingit fides ut duoem, & dominam,adbibet ut pedrſſequam ) faith ws. — 
refuſeth reaſon,as judge or guide, but not as follower , or ſervant, 5 
Hence excellently Saint Auſtin, ( Ngls querere intelligere ut eredas, |} 
ſed crede ut imtelligas ) labour notto underſtand that thou mighteſt 
beleeve, but beleeye that thou mighteſt underftand, This naturall 
reaſon of ours, if it hath any ligat, 'tis in it ſelfe no better in _ 
of the mylteries of godlineflſe , then that of an ignis fatuns, which 
miſerably miſleads; or at the beſt , ic is but as a (tarre to guide us 
( like that ofthe ſhepheards ) ro Chriſt : now as a Rarre, the Sunne 
and Moone withholding their ſhine, ycelds no light or comfort: So 
if the Word of God, or the Spirit which enlightens the Word with« 
hold their light, we ſhall, norwithſtanding the frength of naturall 
reaſon, be enwrapped in perpeturall night: and (truth is ) ſucha 
farre hath it proved to many in Polonia,and Racovia, even the ftarre 
mentioned by Saint hr, and called Wormewood, which made rivers ſo 
bitter that men taiting of them dyed dyed thereof. 

To goe forward then,if naturall reaſon ( che richeſt jewell in na« 
tures Cabinet ) is ſo blinde in matters of Religion,that it cannot make 
good a Secinian boaſt, we may jultly goe further and conclude : that 
nature beltowing her gifts with never ſobroad a hand , cannot afford 
her greatelt darling,matter ſufficient for one ſelfe-boalt. Ler methere- 
fore in the next place aske thee, Why doeſt thou boalt thy (elfe inany 
gifes, excellency, or ſtrength of Nature whatſoeyer? Is nocacon- , 
teſt yanity of the poore to boaſt of their wealth , the broken- hearted 
of cheir jollity , the Caprtives of their liberty , the blinde of their *© 
quicke fight, or a bruiſed Cripple of his legges? 1f fo, what fond 
madneſſeis it for us to boaſt of our naturall abilities? For poore and 
blind Captives are we, bruiſed and broken Cripplesby narure , and 
this we mutt know,and acknowledgetoo, ere we can reape any be- 
nefie by Chrifts comming : Witnefle th at of the Prophet, which 1/:i.6x.r: 
our Sayiour affirmesto be ſpoken of himfelfe; T he Spiris ofthe Lord Se 4185 
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was upon him, to preach the Goſpel , but tro whom ? to the poore, (+.e..) 

thoſe which through the figbt and acknowledgment of their ewn 

naturall poverty were poore and low in their own thoughts ; he ſent 

him ts heale, but whom? the broken-hearted, (1.e ) thoie whoſe hearts 

are almoſt broken with the diſcovery of their wretched eſtate, both by 

aQuall cranſgreſſion and naturall pollution, ro preach delrverance to 

the captives oxly , thoſe which ſeriouſly coofefle, what ſlavery is be- 
queathed them from Adam to finne, and the Devill , recovery of 

feghe to the blinde, (4.e,) thoſe which are truly ſenſible of their natu= 

rall ignoranceand adverneſle unto ſavingeruths, and to ſet at liberty 

thoſe which are bruiſed, which are ſufficiently ſenſible of thatall-over 

bruiſe they had by their firſt Parents fall; he fell with us in his armes, 

we wereequally crippled with kim; bur alas, this was not all, wee 

were not onely maimed in the fall, but Riruck dead; for as in Adams 

* ICor.15 all dic, ſo in ( brift ſhall all be magealive * ; For ought I know tothe 
| 15- contrary , the Apoſtle here excludes all theſe from having life in 
Chriſt, which wilt not acknowledge that by nature they are dead; 

and what reaſon think you, hath a dead man to boatt of his naturall 

* 15h, d: abilities? Be we adviſed rather by Proſper *, (agneſcat ſe humana de- 
libero arbi- bilitas, & cum mortui wivificantur, cum ceci uluminartur, impit juſti. 
trio adKuf- ficantwrconfiteantur & vitam, & lumen, C juftitiam leſum Chriſium) 
Fn. let humane weaknefſe acknowledge itſelfe, and fince the dead are re- 
Rored to life, the blind recover their fght, and ſinners are juf1ficd, let 

them acknowledge that Chriſt above ischeir life, their light, and their 
righteouſieſſe;and (astheFather goes on) qui g loriatur tim Dome glo- 

rietur, qui cum eſſet impins, eecus, & mortuns, a liberatore ſo gratis 
accepit & jnititiam, & lumen, & vitam; be that doth glory, let hims 

».2 Cor. 10 glory in the Lord*, notin himſelfe, who a finner,blind,and dead recei= 
17+ yed gratis, (4.c.) without deſert preſent or fore-icen, of his Saviour 

light life, and rightcouſneſſe. I mult wonder therefore that ſome like 
=Ccurt.l,s, Philotas in Curtins *, ( meruifſe mortem confiteri pudet, ) ſcorne to 
acknowledge that even by nature they deſerve todie,and ( as there the 
Hiſtorian of him, } mallent injuriam accepiſſe quam vitam ; hd rather 

die, and that for ever, fo heeldy God may be acculed of injuſtice , 

then accept of ſalvation meerely through Chriſt, Theſe with Bona- 

a 1ib.q1a7- venture, boaſt that (qui facit quod inſe eft, cogitans bonitatem Dei & 
io durtt. juftitiam, qui malum edit, & revertentibus miſericors eft,) he that does 
4-7%2+41 what he can, (as his diſciples have Engliſhed him ) bethinking him- 
klfe.of the goodnefſe and juſtice of God, which hates iniquity and is 
'+ "48 | merciful} 
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mercifull copenitetits, and hereby begets feare in himſelfe from the 
choughts of the juſtice of God, and hope of pardon from the thoughe 
of his mercy, whothus beginsto think (ſayes he) and then ( faciends 
guod in ſe eſt ) doing what hecan,is of himſelfe diſpoſed for juftifica- 
tion. Thus our late pretending Defender of the Proteſtant Religion 
(who defended our Religion, as the Colonell did Portmouth, that 
it might be more aſluredly yeelded up, underrock its defence him- 
ſelfe co hinder others from more ſafely keeping of it,) thus may I ay, 
this pretending Defender ſayes, menareto uſe their beſt endeavours as: 
to believe the Scriptures intheir true ſenſe, and to liveaccording to , _ 
it; this if they doe (as I hope many doe on all ſides) cruly and ſincere ;,.7,6;, 
ly,it is —_— bur they hould believe aright b , (it had been mos 7 the Pre- 
deltly ſpoken had he ſaid 'rwas probablethey ſhould believe aright ; fa 2.18. 
fo- might he have meant, that this their honeſt care and endeavour is , x 
2n argument that God intends good unto their ſoules ; burto ſay it is plainly & 
impothible but they ſhould believe aright, makesthis uſe of their beſt clearcly, 
endeayours, 2ither of it ſelfe to cauſe beliefe, or,elſe to deferve it ar forbe har 
Gods hands ; ) this doubtleſle his proud meaning , otherwiſe he had 6 rome 
not affirmed in the following page, that God hath no reaſon to bee == = 
offended with thoſe, which uſing their beft endeayours are miſtaken; guouſly, 
and more hideouſly corhis purpoſe in the following lines © : which 1 2nd now 
wonder not ſo much at, when I conſider from whomthey come, from — 

a Sceptick in Divinity, and achangeling in Religion ; a juſt judge- lainly 
ment on him, which ſo much relieson the Rrength of reaſon, and the furcly hee 
uſe of his own belt endeayours ; but this my wonder , (or griefe ra- hath no 
ther) what great ones he hath [great {I mean) for their then efteeme *<3!0n ro 
in the Chriftian world ) ready preſt as it were to bee his ſeconds: CO 
: . : . cnded 
What elſe meane ſuch large approbations, making way for his Soci- ;f he bee 
njaniſme? Lament may we with Davidd,T he beauty of Iſrael ts ſlain miſtaken, 
pox thy high places, how are the mighty fallen? (Non homo volumate 
ſua (faith Anſtine ) adbuc in witio libers arbitrii claudicantis prevent d 2Sam.1, 
Deum, ut cognoſcat & quarat eam gratiom, ©) mans will faulcring . 6 
thro!-gh the miſ-uſe of his former freedomedoth not prevent God, einen : Fe 
by wſe of his beſt endeavours by doing what he can, his uſing ſuch a ion £ 
meaſure of induſtry in finding of truth, his humane prudence,and ordi- 
nary diſcretion, ' as our Defender would make us belceve in his fore- 
quored paſſage ) doth nor,I ſay, prevent God in knowing or ſeeking 
his grace, which deſervedly he may challenge, (ſed pracedit miſeri- 
cordiſſima grati1 ſud Dens hominis ignorantss , & nondum ſe querentis 
2 *  w0* 
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voluntaters liberi arbitris, ut eams ſe ſeire & querere faciat, ) but God 

with his moi free grace makes the will of man willingly to finde and 

know him, which natu: ?lly and of himſelfe is ignorant and carelefſe 

of him : And as *cis the free mercy of God which begins this great bu- 

fineſſe of converſion in man,ſo'cis alfo his free grace which furthers 
... andperfedts it, Inthis reſpe&t may we ſay,whar in another God himſelf 

f 152m, 3. ſayes f, When he begins he will alſo make an end, for 'tis he alone which 
of his good pleaſure worketh in us both to will and to do g: Know therefore 
in the laft place, that graces though never ſo many and glorious, can- 
not afford juſt matter of ſelf-boafting; let me therefore in the laſt 
place ask thee, Why doſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe in thy ſpirituall graces ? 
What if in many afſaulcs thou ha{t got the vetter of the field, be. 
come more then (*ongueronr, yet remember 'rwas through Chriſt only , 
h Rom.8.37 which loved you hand if the Lord had not been on thy t1de,may(i thou 
now ſay, if the Lord had not been onthy fide, when not men only, 
but when the World and the Devill, nay when thou did(t rife up a- 
gainf thy ſelfe , thou hadſt been ſwallowed up quick. Againe how 
knoweft thou whether or no the Lord owes thee a forſaking ; and 
*cis morethen probable he doth and will pay it too, if thou too much 
prideſt thy ſelfe, and turneſt his graces into wantonnefle : When /ob 
ſo ſecurely and fo proudly too, Ay root rs ſpread out by the waters and 
the dew layes all night upon my branch, my glory us freſh in mee , and my 
i Zob.29.19 bow ts renewed in my hand, and fo triumphantly to the end of the 
Chapter ; ſee how ſadly the next chapter begins, Now they that are 
nounger then me have me in derifion , whoſe fathers I would have d:ſdai- 
ed to have ſet with the dogs of my flock: Thus David too, no ſooner 
had boaſted that in his proſperity, he ould never be moved, Lord by thy 
| favour thou haſt made my monntaine to ſtand ſtrong , bur preſently it 
% P/a,z0.6 followes, thon didſt hide thy face from me, and [ was troubled k. Now if 
7 God once withdraw himfelfe, ſuffers thee to fall in a skirmiſh,let Da« 
vids teares and groanes and fighestell thee, how ſtrong throwes *cwill 
colt ere thou recoverelt thy ſelfe or thy right Ration, Once more, 
*T were better to have nograce atall {as the Father thinks) then that 
thou ſhouldſt makeir matter of ſe|f-boaſting,| Awdeo dicere (ſaith he) 
ſuperbi; continentibus expedit cadere, wt in e0 ipſo in quo ſe extollunt hu» 
zvilienioy | I dare affirme it greater ſafety for the chaſlt to fall, then to 

| beproudef their chaſtity, that they might be humbled in that wherein 
they prided themſelves : and the reaſon is good he gives, | quid enim 


prod-ſt continentis fi dominetur ſuperbia* | what doth continency ad- 
v8 SE Ee vantage 
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varitage a min whom pride ſwels|? He whothinks out of grace freely 


33 


beſtowed to get glory ro him(clfe, labours to the urmoſt to pull down | 4u?.Serm, 
what God was building , and to rebuild what God was pulling 57- iz Mit. 


down,(s.) he is proud of his humility, humilicy being that which 
God ſecks chiefly toereR, and pride that which hee ſeeks chiefly te 
pull down. A man in this caſe like Lots wife looks back on what 
the Lord was deſtroying , and 'cis the Lords meere mercy, that for an 
example he leaves not ſuch a one as he left her at the half-wayes end, 
even inthe midſt of his journey to heayen ; that it befals not him, as 
it did Eleazar who in fight firſt kild an Elephant, and afterward un- 
happily by irs fall was kild by the Elephant : fo 'tis I ſay Gods good- 
nelie, that whoſoever having conquered pride, and afterwards is proud 
of his conquelit (of his humility ) is not at laſt overcome by this pride, 
But me thinks the fad conſequences of Peters boaſts ſhould ſuf. 
ficiently frighe us from being guilty of the like : for as of him, ſo 
of others allo isit generally obſeryed both by Divines and Souldiers 
that the greateſt Braggadochio's are the firſt which revolt and deny ; 
nay rather then they'l hazard life or geods, the firſt that will for- 
ſweare too : Wot you not that Peter which ere whilſt made that 
great vaunt, Though all men ſhould bee offended becauſe of thee, yet 
will I never bte offended m, immediacely afterwards, carft and ſwore 
he knew him notn? and pray obſerve that'tisplaine from the context 
that this his revolcing was nor ſo much an argument of his weak 
faich, as a puniſhment of his preſumption: There are a ſort of Thraſo- 
nical[Profeſſours alwayes boaiting how farrethey daregoe ina good 
cauſe, which either rufflle it in a bad, or will not venturea being wet= 
ſhod in a good, men much like theſe Galli Inſubres ( Florus ſpeaks 


m Matith, 
26.33. 
ner. 74s. 


of 9) which had: | corpora plus quam humana | bore « good bulk © Lib. 2, 


and ſhow, | quorum primus impetus iis major quan virorum erat, 
ſequens vero minor quam faminarum | who at the firſt onſer 
were valiant almoſt beyond men , but in the heat of the battell co. 
wards below women : So theſe forward men (as they ſeeme) at the 
firſt like thotnes make a great blaze and noiſe, yet ſuddenly goe out : 
notwithſlanding ſome ſmall penalty or diſgrace they ſwell'd and 
bufled, yet now, now, when there is happily a neceſſity of endange- 
ring, if nor leaving off all that we may follow-Chrift, now there is 
laying-down of lives for his ſake : now (as that Hiſtorian ſpeaks of 
theſe Galli) they have | quaddam fimile cum nwvibur, | like ſnow they 


quickly difſolye and are loſt, cither they goe beyond Sea, thereby to 


E g, Quit 
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quit themſelyes of trouble and expence,or elſe (like Aetins Fuffetiur im 
Florus ) they Rand aloft and indifferent, reſolving art laſt to ſide with 


the uppermoſt, or elſe | in malum otinm reſolnti] (25 Tacitus of Tibe= 


rius p)prizing their own caſe and quier before the welfare ofthe State, 
they doe with Tiberius betake themſelves | #n inſulam Capreas] into 


| ſome nook or by-corner of the Countrey, caring nor, fo they may 


q21.Curt. 
bt. 


ſleep in a whole skinne, what become of Liberty , or Religion : 
and of theſe wee may ſafely ſay , what eAlexander of Darins his 
ſauldiers, [7 emeritas eff quam adhuc pro virtate habuiſtis, que ubi pri. 
mem impernn effudit ,uelut quedam animatia amiſſo aculeo,torpet q|this 
fierce entrance, which ſome vaine-glorious and haſty men haye 
made, was not (as fondly ic was imagined) vertue and Religion, but 
pride and headinefle ; when their firlt heate and pranfing was paſt 
they ſuddenly flagged , like bees having loſt their Rings become 


. droanes : In vaine therefore did ſuch beat the cares of men wiſe and 


Applic, 


religious with that bold boaſt of Jehw's,| Come ſee my zeal for the Lord 
of hoaſts \ for who with halfe an eye ſees not that therefore they went 
from us, becauſe they were never of us? And fo farre of the ſecond 
branch of the firſt queſtion, its ground and reaſon; a word only of 
application, and I ſhall forward tothe laſt, 

From what hath been laid againſt priding our ſelves in any thing 
we call our own, we may gather juſt matter of humiliacion : bethen 

rſ[waded not onely from the conſideration of the frailty of the 'good 
things of the body, and the vanity, emprinefle, and uncertaiggy of 
the good things (we call Fortunes, — ne re queſiveris extra) thar thou 
makeſt not concluſions of thy ſelfe according to thy flouriſhing in 
the world(thus farre the Heathen could goe)) but alſo from the confi- 
deration of that miferable, dead and ignorant condition thou art in 
by nature, renounce thy ſelfe, (all carnall props and Raies) and ſeck 
the Lordsfayour with an humble foule, that ifthou wile glory thou 
maiſt glory intheLord, that thou maiſt have wherewithall truly to 
hug and glad thy f{elfe. 

Nothing will more humble us then the meditation of our own 
wretchedneſſe by nature, "twill allay our pride in us, 'cis like the 
Peacecks looking on his feet, it pulls down our plumes,to confider on 
what we are bottomed ; our foundation is notonely in the earth, but 
in rotten putrified earth , we are not onely fraile bur corrupted fleſh, 
Tell me, could the proud and ſtout heart of Nebuchadnezzar be Rill 
farting and ſwell , when from a King he wasturned into a beaſt ? and 

can 
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cati wee bethen proud and vaine-glorious boaſters of our own natu + 
rall abilicies, when we ſhallcall co mindethis miſerable conſequence 
of Adams fall,that from being Kings of the wholeearth, we are turn'd 
into beaſts, yes worſethen beaſts, witnefſe ſuch hideous corruptions 3 
continually breaking forth which the worſt of beaſts were never guil. / 

ty of? Shall Mephiboſbeth from the confideration of his lamenefſe , 

and the fall ofhis parents be ſo humbled, that he bowed himſelfe unto 

David and ſaid, What s thy ſervant,that theuſhouldſt look upon ſuoh 4 

dead dog 4s I am"? Andcan we, when we ſhallconfider that we are r $47.9. 8; 
all of us more lame ſpiritually, then ever AZephiboſheth was corpo= 

rally, and infinitely mere endammaged by the fall of our Parents, 

then he by his, continue Rill confident of our naturall Rrength ? 
For,firſt,cur lameneſle is much morethen his; he maimed in one part 

only, we bruiſed all over ; hee from the cradleonely, we from the 

womb ; he procured his maimedneſle from his Nurce, we from our | 
firſt Parents: For as Auſtme of Adaml, | Onmes ille wnus fuere) all © 791-7-p. 
of us were he, and he was all of us. Againe, infinitely more are wee 27% 4+ 
endammaged by their fall ; be by thefall of his Barefits loſt onely an 
Inhericanceto 3littiepacch of earth,to a temporary kihgdome, toan 

uneafie uncertaine crown : but we our righttothe whole world, to 

an heavenly Kingdome, and an eternall weight of glory, Once more, 

if Leah by reaſon of her blear'deyes , and the lictle fayour ſhe there- 

by found 1a the fightof /acob,was aflied, ( ſurely,faich ſhe, the Lord « Gen, 25 
hath look't upon my affiiftion*, ) how will it afflit our foules then, when 33. 
we ſhallcruly knowkhat we are noc only astendereyed as Leah, bur 

as blind as Bartimens ? For being alienated from thelife of Ged (as 

by nature weare) We have our under ſtandings darkned through the ig- 

worance that is in us by reaſon of the blindneſſe of our hearts y : and if. u Epbvſ. 4; 
the light that is in us bee dark, how great is that darkneſſe w ? Nay , Its 
herein lies the great cauſe of our miſery and humiliation, that we are 
not onely naturally blind, bur giddy and unruly , notwithſtanding. 
this our blindneſle ; by the reaſon of thediſobedience of Adam, that 
curſe is fallen on us, which was threatned cothediſobedient Iſrae- 
litesx, wee are ſmitten not onely with blindnefſe, but with madneſſe x Pexr.28. 
too: and asa man fober and blind underſiands his miſery , and there- 26s 
fore by keeping withinor ficting (till, is alwayes out of dangers way., 

whereas one mad and blind expoſes himſelfe to variety ofdangers and 

miſeries : *Eventhis our caſe, weare abſolutely by natureblind , nay. 
blindneflc ic ſelfe; (Tee were ſometimes darkneſſe (faith S,Pan y) inthe y Fpbeſs'$ 
| Kate 
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ſtate cf nature before you were called by the Word and Spirit, yee 
were not onely blind, butin the abftraRblindneſle it ſelfe) and yer 
ſo mad are wethat we firive by onr naturall endeavours,by our ftren gth 
of reaſon, and humane prudence and ordinary diſcretion , ( I ſhall never 
makethat paſſageof our Defenders ſufficiently odious) to find outthe 
This Fruth, in ſo much that the Lord (we conclude) is unreaſonable, if fa- 


Z , 
concluſion Ving truths are notunderſtood by us, or if we arc puniſhed for not 


took from favingly underſtanding of them z. And this miſery we bring on our 
the Þ = ſelyes, even the miſery following madneſle joyned with blindneſfe, 
Bians,uide | groping at noone-day a , eyen now when the light of the Goſpel is 


Auſt, Tom. ( 
try glorioufly and plencifully afforded us, when the Sunne is at its full 


ſhine and heigeh : even now there is groping up and down for the 

———_ ruth, from Proteſtantiſmeto Popery they goe, and from Popery to 

*0-'9*  Proteſtantiſme, and thence are'poſting back againe, and meerly be- 

cauſe they are mad as well as blind, whereas were they truly ſenſible 

of their naturall blindneſſeand darkneſle,in Read of vehcuring abroad 

thus blind, they would with Bartimers , ſit full, be quiet, and betake 

b Mar.10. themſelyes wholly to Chriſt, cryingour him Þ, tefis thow Sonne of 

17-31* of David, have mercy on me ; T his Lord 1 will that I might receive my 

| fight : Then ſhall it be with them, as 'twas with him, their faith ſhal? 

c Veiſ:5%. make them whole , they ſhall receive their ſight © , then only may they 
yenture abroad, and be able to follow Icfus on the way. 

dz Kings Laftly, can we imaginethat the curſe of Elifha on Gehex# d, nor 

wit, bow and fink him, The /eproſie therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave un- 

to thee and thy ſeed for ever, and hewent out from his preſence a le- 

per 4s white as ſnow ? How can it then but humble us, to confider 

that as a juſt puniſhment of our firſt ſinne, God hath ſaid the leprofie 

of eAdam ſhall cleave unto us and cur ſeed forever, and weareever 


£ Auſt. holieft Chriſtians are borne covered with this leprofie, ( quomeds pre- 
Tom. 7, p. putinns manet in iis quos genuerint circumciſs , & palea in fruits 
276.C. gui de purgato tritico nafeitur g , } juſt as children begot by cir- 
cumciſed Parents bring notwithſtanding their fore-skjnne with 
them , or as the fruit of the beſt winnowed wheat ſprings up wrapt 


in chaffe : In a word,to confider what lamencfle and js ct 
ruiſes 


—— _ 
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bruiſes at leprofie, whac cruſhings and deprayedneſſe, as a juſt con- 
ſequence of our firſt fall is brought on us, ould mightily humble 

us, becauſe Gods judgments are not laid on us ſo much to puniſh 

as to humble us for. finne, to bring us to the knowledge of that 
death and ſhame which is in finneby afliting us for it, { Thus ſaith 

the Lord, I willpuniſh the world for their evill, and the wicked for their 
iniquity,and [ will cauſe the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe,and will lay 

low the haughtineſſe of the terribleh, \ as if the Lord ſhould fay, to |, j/,,. « 
thisend men ſhall ſuffer, not onely that.they might be puniſhed, but Y 
that they might bee. humbled , that their arrogarcy might ceaſe , 

and that their haughtineſle might be laid low. Ged forbid, that the 
Church of Laodicea's caſe (hould be ours, eitherthat we ſhould be jg- 
norant of our miſcrable condition by nature,ſhould nor know that we 

are wretched and miſerable,poor, & blind,& naked,and not knowing 

thus much, ſhould think our felyes ſufficienly rich and wanting no- 

thing ; and upon theſe falſe thoughts ſwell and extoll our (elves, build 

caſtles in the ayre, promiſe our ſelves fafety, and falyation to be got 

by our own nacurall Rrengch and abilities, when truth is , theſe 

will prove caftles in the ayre indeed, weak and nothing : And ſa 

much of che ſecond branch of che firſt Queſtion , the third fol» 
lowes. 

To what end dſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe? it being already manifeſted Q#eff. r. 
that there is nojult reaſon why thou poorfraile nothing man ſhould Brarch 3 
boaſt thy ſelfe, and ſecondly, that thou haſt nothing whereof thou 
maiſt juitly boaſt. We ſhall have the leſle labour to proye,thou canſt 
have no rightend inthy boaſting ; let mee therefore in a few words 
ask thee, to what end doſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe ? But alas, I may not 
expe an anſwer ro my queſtion, for I am confident thar the verieſt 
Capcaine, the higheſt cretted of this proud Regiment woul.l bluſh to 
acknowledge the empty fond end their yaunting aimes at, and I 
wiſh that they would bluſh allo to heare it, that the reft may diſcover 
and laugh atthem ; for I purpoſe to ſpeak truth for them, and try 
whether their guilty faces will confeſle what their tongues dare not : 
(Hearken)the whole onely maine end of theſe ſelfe-boaſting men is 
mearely and nothing elſe but the Exge, and the Belle, the popular, 0h 
brave, oh admirable, oh haneſ} ! The clapand cry, the throat and ap» 
plauſe of the giddy multicude of wondring ignorants, (riſuns tenea- as 
ris amice?) Tis a juit complaint of the French mans i, that wee Tr bh. 
uſually empancll and ſelect a jury of men ourtof a whole County © * is 

co 
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to determine of an-houſe or an acre of Land, but the judgment, and 

determination of our clves, we refcrre to the idle breath of common 

people, | An quicquam ftulrins. quam quor fingulos contemmes,eot altquid 

patares efſe univerſas?| cantheir be a greacer folly then to efteeme of 

their full cry , whoſe particular mouthes thou wouldſt ſcorne ? 
Gloria quaztalibet guid erit, fi gloria tantrum ? 

Whar isglory it thou hatt nothing eiſe to make it good?nay if thou 
haſt a ſubltance whereof that isthe ſhadow, yer till may it be askr; 
Gloria __ quid erit ? What is the prayſe and cfteem which 
men afford thy vertues, which is ſo blind and uncquall,thart well may 
it be termed a ſhadow : For as the ſhacow is never jultly proportio- 
ned to the dimenſions of thy body ; ſo nor this to thy deſert : the 
worlds efteeme like the ſhadow in the morning and beginning of 
thy Sun when thou firſt appeareſt,and art cryed up,is farrelarger then 
thy deſert, but in the midtt and prime of the day, whenthou art beſt 
and moſt deſerving, then uſually this thy ſhadow comes farre ſhore 
of thee, thou ſhalt not havehalfe the glory thou merite(t : and as a 
ſhadow ſometimes goes before the body, and ſometimes followes af: 
rer, ſo many Reale glory fromthe ignorant world ere their deſert cals 
for't, and ſome again whoſe lives have been excellently good & exem- 


plary havedyed indiſgrace, yet their works and glory have followed 


kRev. 14+ thens k, and their names ſmeli{ſweerupon earth. Let then children, 


13- and Poets, Players, and Painters, hunt after the clap and cry of the 
times ; ler light totrering Chriſtians follow the faſhion even in re= 
ligion too; ler Popelings hug and yaunt themfelyes in th:ir outfde 
boaſting and — ceremonious devotions: bur Jetus, us whoſe 

} Matt. 18, hope and aime'*cis to bethoſe little ones, (our Saviour fpeaks of 1) little 
6.in our own conceits, and little inthe worlds ; ler, Iſay,us negleR- 

ing the vaine empty glory the world affords, earnelily ſeek after 

the maſhe and weighty 'glory , humility ſhall enjoy in heaven, a 

glory of that bulk and fubRance, that where David ſayes , [thou O 

m P/i.3.2, £074 art my glory m | the original! figaifies his weightineſle and gra- 
vity; which placeI beleeve, S$. Pax/ had reſpect unto, when hee call'd 

n-2 Corea, jt an exccedingeternall weightof glory ®. And hereI thought ro make 
17. the application of this third branch,the continuance of this exhorta- 

tion, hoping to have ſome of theſe tinklingCymbals, theſe ourfide men 
hereby to be perſwaded off from their affetation of yaine. glory;burt I 
have conſidercd thatthere is more good to be done upon theſe fawning 
Curs by a knock then by a gentlepur-off; I ſha'! cherefore change my 
imended exhortation into a reproef”. There 


”_ pm —_—_——_——}ww at EI et tin 


The anity of Self-boaſters, 


they continue not good and falt out of the found of a Belle or an 
Egxge,which they lo greedily thirſt after, that they had rather bave an 
O-brave,bellowing in their eates by che ignorant rout , then a Well 
done good and faithfull ſeryant, ſourded to their conſcicnces by their 
Saviour : and this our miſery , that not ſome few of the lower forme 
only, but thoſe of the highelt, ſome otherwile fic for the Rerne, great 
ones ('cis to be: feared} live by this ayre. To ſea little Spanic!l or 
Tumbler wich his ſneaking and fawning to beg a commending clap 
on the ſide, or ſpetting in the mouth is ſomewhat tolerable ; bur to 
ſee a great old Maſliffe riggle for it, after the ſame ridiculous geſture 
is extreamly odious.In like manner toſce a Player or Fencer ro expeRt 
or take courage from the clapor ſhout of giddy Spectatours, 'ris as 
pardonable as uſuall ; but to ſee this old Stitcſ-man, or other = 
Souldier, which ought to bee ferious and in earneſt , Chamelion- 
liketo live by the common aire, to wax cold or hot in their weighty 
employ ments according to the cry of yulgar Ignorants,'twould make 
a man loie both patience and modeſty ; and tell this great Lord or 
r'other great man,ihat the Compaſle he fteares by, is unworthy either 
his blood, place, honour,or calling,and thatthis common aire he now 
livesby,is of all aires moſt uncertaine and altering, and may through 
ſudden diſlike become ſufficiently thick and noiſome to flifle or 
poyſon him,and that happily not undeſerving Forto ſpeak truth, the 
yaine glorious ones of our times,are the lowelt and unworthrelt that 
ever I read or heard of Hiſtoty wil tell you thatScevola burnt his own 
hand off ; Zelencrs ſuffered one of his own, and another of his Sons 
eyes to bee boarcd out ; Decins flung himſelfe into the midſt of a 
bloody and raging Army, intending therebyto become a ſacrifice for 
his Countrey; and Brmtws too whipt and beheaded his two Sons in 
one day, andallthele moycd by the ſame ground and principle, even 


39 
There are a fort anong/t us, chatfaile only with a popular wind, 4,1, 


as the Hiſtorian reports of that a&t of Brutzs his ( favore civiumo ) OF fo;obh.1 


co gaine fayour from the people : and what pirit and reſolution this 
ſpark of vaine-glory put into ſome Chriſtians in the Primitivetimes, 
Decor Donmnetells you p, whereas he excellently diſcoyers,and rig 
ly blames their inordinate affcation of Martyrdome. But alas, the 
vaine-glory-hunters of our rimes, though that only byaſles them , 
yet can it not thus rongly byafſe them ; though (favorcivium) be 
the thing they onely aime at, and the wheele theſe puppers onely 
\ 'moye by, yet baſe as they are, baſe below Chriſtians ia the infancy 
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of the Church, nay baſe below Heathens, yet will they not venture 

on any danger or hazzard any loſſe to gaine ot continue it L.erthele 
takehomethat of Tertullians, | hec ethnicorum exempla non ſine cauſ 
Deminus in ſeculum admiſit, ſed ad nos & nunc exhortandos , & in 

 #llo die corfundendos, fi reformidaverimns pati pro veritate in ſalute, 

q Lib. ad 94 alii affeftaverunt in perditionem q |, theſe forenamed examples 


| Maryr, ofthe Heathens God did not in vaine, but for us admit of, ;both 


for our preſent encouragement, 2nd for cur ſhame and confuſon, if 
we ſhall through feare ſhrink from under-going theſe miſeries for 

the truth unto eternall ſalvation, which they for vaine-glory onl 
affeRed unto their condemnation. The neceflary brunts, Cnc 
and troubles, theſe our preſent diſtraQtions put good men upon, abun= 
dantly diſcovertheſe empty quelque choſer, Now, even now, our Sa= 
viour ſayes untothery, If you'l follow me, ſhew your ſelves my Difſ- 
ciples, goe and venture all that you have for me, and you ſhall have 
treaſures in heaven : like the young man in the Goſpel upon the like 

injunRion and tryall , they arenot only forrowfutl , beginne to fla 
and to be diſcontented, to repent that they have gone o farre, (tickled 
fo much for Chriſt , but with the young man too, they begin to de- 
part, (ſhametothem ) and forſake him, and upon the ſame ground 
too, as the young manthere did *, becawſe: they have great poſſeſſions: 
* when their ore of Land , or great Houſes come in queſtion, then 
farewell reputation and popularicy,theſe ſhall no longer keep them in 
trouble or danger, they will then tell you, 2s the Spaniard fayes truly 
of ſuchſ, | That obligation of Religion is not ſo preciſe a thing that we 
ſhould for the ſame adventure either our geods , perſons, or peace of 
the States T hat which a Stateſ. man i mo#} 1ntereſtcd in,ss the profit ard 
benefit of the people, and by no meanes ought he to draw too much envie 
pon thew for cauſe of religien: | Sorrue is that of S.Paulr, | Not many 
; wiſe men after the fleſh, not many noble are called ©\: And that of our 
_ Savicurs,| A rich man ſhall hardly enter into the King dow of Heaven uv). 
1: * ” And ſomuchbeſpokencf thefirft part of che quettion in generall , 
and of its three particular branches ; in the lait place fall weeupon 
its ſecond part, Ifay inthe laſt place, becauſe my meditations on 
the firſt queſtion haye enlarged themſelves ſo much farther then ac 
firft was intended, that I ſhall have no timeto handle thelaſt queſti- 

on, unlefſe I rouch on itin theapplication of the ſecond, 

Pueſt. 2. Why dof thou boaft thy ſelfe in miſchiefe? To jultifie this earneſt 
Se" expoſtulation of my Plalmilt , I ſhall ſkew you our of = _ 
iftory 
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Hiſtory what a fearfull and hideous miſchiefe this boaſter, whether 
Sawl che Tyrant, or Doeg the bloody mifleading informer, was guilty 
of , and leave it to your after meditations to make the concluſion , 
whether or no they have juR cauſe to boaſt of it, or the Pſa{milt to be 
amazed and lol# at their boaſting. David was ſo much inthe peoples 
eyes, | Saul hath ſlaine his thouſand and David his tenne thew- 
ſands  ,] that he therefore became leſfe in Saml's, | and Sanl eyed Das  15am.rg, 
vid from that day forward x, This emulation, or rather envie bred 7 | 
wrath , the wrath a murderous intention, | and Saul caſt a javelin, * **'(9. 
for he ſaid, Inill ſmite David even to the wall with it y, |So much danger , ,,,-*_ 
did David finde, there was in deſerving and being thought well of 
by the people; the Kings violence thus miſſing its aime, he turnes his 
rage into wiles , of an eAjax becomes an Viyſes , drops preferment 
to enſnare him 2; afterwards upon /ovathans plaine dealing pacifica- , verf,z5 
tion is made and the King binds it with a ſolemn Oath, [ Asthe Lord ws 
liveth he ſhall not be ſlaine 3, )and immediately breaks that Oath and _ Ss 
Pacibcation, and through the evill Spiric that was upon him, ſought 4- —_ 
gain to ſmite him to the wall with his Javelix Þ;anon after David being Þ wcr/” x0, 
certified by ſonathan of his Fathers murderous intentions c,was fort. 
to flie for hislife , and in his flight betook himſelfe to Abimelech the ; pe ' paces | 
Prieſt for reliefe and ſuccour, and ſo wellcold be his tale, that he gor 4s 
of him the Shew-bread, and Goliah's Sword 6. But ſeethe ground and , - 
Author of this great miſchiefe , Doeg was then in the Temple, and ; be apy 
heard all, (as'tis the peculiar lot of Gods people tofall intothe hands Y 
of Doegs, treacherous and deceitfull people 5 this ſneaking Paraſite | 
carries and aggravartes the buſinefſeto Sawl,[ 1 ſaw the Sorne of leſle 
comming to Nob to Ahimelech the Prieſt , and he enquired of the Lord 
for him < |, and what of that? 'twas after treaſon and conſpiracy the 
King enquired, | ſed ea ratio eſt adulatorum, nt f# principem calentens - 
videant uelint eum incendere,Gex ſtultoprorſus inſani facere f, but ſuch t py, 14," 
15 the condition of flatterers that they'l blow a heated Tyrant intoa tr in {vc 
flame, and turne his folly into madneſſe ; Upon this falſe information 
eAhimelech and the rett of the Prieſts with all of their Families were 
ſent forg; they come, Saxl becomes both the acculer and the Judge, 2 wer, 01 
and preſently falls upon the tryall, { Heare wow thow Sonne of Abunb, is 
and he anſwered, Here am [ : and Sanl ſaid unto hin Why have yee con- 
fſpired «gainft me by | But wherein laid the conſpiracy ? in relieving þ vr ; 2:3 
a man taithfnilco his God and Prince?| And who ts ſo faithfullamong /t 
«ll thy Servants as David, which is the Kings Soninlaw ? | Conjuratio 
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eſt conſenſus aliquorum contra rempub: |, The conſpire, which mil 
chie-oufly plotagainſt the Common- Wealth: | he goeth at thy bidding 
and is honourable in thy houſe |; did hethen begin co enquireof Gou 
for him &?;.e.is this the firſt time 1 enquired for him?or being thy Sun- 
in-law, and thy faithfull Servant, 1 did not ſo much enquire of 
God for him, as torthee. At laſt knowing he was to deale with a 
Tyranc , whom reaſon, law or right would nothing move, hee gives 
over pleading and falls to begging, | Let net the King impnte any 
thing to thy Servant , for thy Servant knew nothing of this more 
or lefſe 1| : What if you had Ahimelech ? would you not therefore 
have relieved him, becauſe the King unjuſtly perſecuted kim ? would 
that have beene faire dealing (think you ? ) If others had been of this 
minde, he had never overcome the Tyrants cruelty. Burt now 1 ſee 
that our Prieſts (as they defireto be cald) are not the firſt that would 
rather renounce a juft cauſe, then diſpleaſe an unjuſt man : Our cruell 
High-Prieft,violent and peremptory as he was, did with his power fo 
brow- beat and dare all thereft (as one of themſelves lately and pub. 
likely confelt)) that-they had but one voice amongſt them all, rhe 
reſt being buc his ecchoe's, his diRates out-noiſ'd thoſe of their con- 
{cience: for woe had been to them who had done otherwiſe, who had 
relieved any though never ſo innocent and religious, whom his Grace 
had flung his Iavelin ar, ſent his Cication for , or oncecal'd Puritane 
——Rabet auditor , Cui frigida mens ef, But to goe forwards, 
would this Prieft his cloſing with Sax/ ſerve his turne ? no cer- 
tainly, | For the King ſaid, T how ſhalt ſurely die Abimelech, thow and 
all thy Fathers houſe m: | The ſentence is paſt, between which and ex. 
ccution ſome reſpite ought tobe , bur no fuch matter nowghe immedi. 
ately ſayes unto the foot-mcn that were about him, Turne and lay the 
Prieſts of the Lordn, fearing happily leſt cooling and comming to 
himſelfe he might on better conſideration not haye been guilty of fo 
much innocent blood : But wherefore ſhould they be ſlaine? Becax/e 
they knew when David fled and told it not unto me : but where is the 
witneſle2 Doeg you'l iay did affirme it : but is not this'againſt the 
known Law o, | At the mouth of two or three witneſſes ſball hee that 
iz worthy of death, die , but at the mouth of one witneſſe he ſhall net 
dei | Bur ſee,the honett Guard farre honelter then their maſter, would 


p vo, x7, not pur forth their hand to fall upon the Prictts of che Lord p, they 


ty, 


well know he was but Gods Miniſter for their good , & mardatorixs 
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ſvever a Commiſhoner injoynes beyond his Commiſſion is voide,and 
ought not to be obeyed, Bur ifone won's another will,the Devill will 
alwayes ſypply Tyrants with ſuitable inſtruments; Dorg ſeemes to 
be glad of the office, and refo!::tero doe whatſoever the King ſhould 
command him,never interpoting thar honeſt condition of che Iſrac- 
lires to /ofhwa, | onely the Lord be with theer] and forthwith he fals to c:9/5,r Irs, 
work,fell on the Prielis ofche Lord,and flew on that day foureſcore and 
five perſons that wore alinnen Ephod:;he\lew the Prielts,che Prielts of , ...,, . . 
the Loid, he ſlew menunarim'd, men conſecrated c6 Ged, he flewold "iv 
men and women, he flew children and ſucklings,to whom Scythians 
ard Parthians have ſhown mercy in thectime ofthe cruelleft warre ; 
and ro make upthe ſumme , he flew fo many innocents, he lewthem, 
he their informer was their execurioner ; ficſt bely'd then with his 
tongue, and then butchered them with his hand ; chuſe which you 
will now, either Sax or his inſtrument, and you cannot but confeſle 
there is cauſe more then cnough of my Pſalmiſts queſtion and excla« 
mation | Why doft thou Sal. chou envious, malitious,unjult, bloody 
Tyranrt,or why doſt thou Deeg,thou ſneaking baſe informingParafite, 
thou crueil murdering burcher,why doſt thou boaſt thy ſelfe in this ſo 
unheard of a miſchief? ]3ur happily, & on good grounds, Davids won- 
der may be that any whatſoever ſhould boa(t in any whatſoever mif- 
chief,&cherfore 1 ſhal endeavor to make good thequeſtion in general. 
And now (me thinks) I am brought into a wilderneſle, che ſubje& 
I am fallen on', is ſo large and fearefull ; ſhould I let ly my Medi- 
rations, with thatb:cterneſſe and liberty wherewith ſuch mad and pro- 
digious boafters ought to betook up , Iſhould loſe both you and my 
felt-, But the ſutablenefle of my firſt queſtions buſinefſe, both to 
our times and our preſent occaſion,rempted me to fo much over-large= 
neſle, that I could nor but in equity promiſe brevity ia the following 
queſtions : that therefore I may bee as good as my word, I ſhall nor 
keep you long inthis wilderneile, Mad and prodigious boaſters bave 
I cald them, and truly both theſethey are. Firſt, they are mad, for 
who but a mad man would boaſt that he had given himſelf his deaths 
wound ? [ 4{uagTIL uyig eae0;© ] ſinne #5 the death of the ſoule c, © E054, 7? 
Who but a mad man would boaſt of that heavie burden, he is forc'r 12.13 
night and day tofink under ? | a heavie burden are my iniquities (ith u P/al.3*«;, , 
David) they are tos heavie for me |, This heavie burthen the Prophet 
Cals a Talent of Lead w; yes, heavier and more intolerable then ,, zþ.;,q 
| Hellorthe Deyill hindelfe , for *cwas finne made Hell, and 'cwas fin T 
funk 
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ſunk the Devill intoicz without it he cannot adde a dram weight to 
depreſle or keep us from making towards heaven ; nay, though ug. 
willingly, hee furthers us in the way ; but 'cis finne alone, and only 
which keeps us down. Again, who but a mad man would boaſt in 
what arrerages he runnes with his Credicours, yauntivgly publiſh, 
how all hee hath is morgaged , and that Vſury eates him up apace ? 
'tistruth indeed ſome may,and many do,(baleand unworthy as they 
are) pretend poyerty,ſay, that they are ready to Harve, that thereby 
they might Rarye Chriſts cauſe, But I cannot deeme that man truly 
himſelfe, which really boaſts how bravely he is undone. Now to obey 
Gods law is a debt due from us to him, { Carſed # hee that continueth 
x Deut. 17, not in all the words of the Law to dot them *, and all the people ſhall 

26. Amen :} that obedience is our debt we cannot deny, our conſciences 

feale ro this bond, the counterpane of it is wrote cven in every na. 

yRom.z.15 furallmans hearty; every finne then being a tranſgrefſion of che Law 

is an atrerage, and upon this arrcrage the ſoule 15 morgaged,%and 

without repentance loſt and forfeiced, the finner is utterly undone, 

he ſhall be delivered up unto the cormentor untill he hath paid all his 

7 Mat. 8. debtz, Oncemore, who but a mad man will boaſt that-he is a loath- 

"IM Ny ſome creatute? a wicked man #* aloathſome man ( faith Solomena ) 

b Za:l,1r, loathſome in Gods eyes, | my ſowle loaths him, ſaich the Lord,b]loath« 

3. ſomein the eyes of good-men ; and nor only loathſome, but infeRi- 

ous too: the Prophet therfore reſe/ved not to be ina wicked MAns come 

<Pſal,16.5. pany ©: Laſtly , ic makes him loathſome and contemptible in the eyes 

of his neareſt friends, yea of thoſe friends which ought according to 

theLaws of God& nature not only to love,but to reverence him. Thus 

the Prophetof ernſalem, by reaſon of finne,[ [erſalem hath grievonſly 

dLam1.18 unedd, therefore they that honoured her &ſpiſed her; \and though tor 

want of faith, and by reaſon of the weaknefle of fpirituall judges 

ment wee cannot diſcover the filth and uglineſle of finne, yet doubcr- 

lefſe at Chrifts ſecond comming , when hee ſhall be revealed from 

Heaven, this alſo ſhall bee revealed, even what an ugly noiſome 

creature an impenitent ſinner is ; then ( ſaith the Propher ſpeaking 
©{66.ult. of Doomes-day and finners ) they ſhall be an abhorring to all fieſh e. 

/ gaine, as theſe boafters in miſchicfe are mad, fo are they allo pro- 
digiouſly wicked ; for who bur a raan prodigiouſly wicked would 
boaſt that God is fallen out with him? ſuch a boalter is he which 
{7/a, 59-2, boaſteth in finne, for 'cis ſine that ſeparates between us and our God ft: 


ſecond!y, every finne is a contempt againlt God (40 ens precepta 
; Contemmmus) 
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remeninans | faith Bernard ©; how prodigiouſly then doth he contemn g Serm. 
God, which boaſts thar he hath Lanew._vr him? Thirdly, finne is 37-4: 04. 
that which excludes us heayen,and flings us into hell, that which de- _ A 
prives us ofallthat wecall good, and brings on usall chat is miſera- » 
ble; tisthe greateſt of curſes, and the worſt of judgements. Hence 
Saint Paw labouring to expreſſe how much Chriſt had ſuffered for 
us;layes| he was made ſinne for ms \ : ] How prodigiouſly wicked , 
then is he which boaſts of the greaceſt miſery that man is capable of ? a gs 
Laftly,fin being chat alone which crucified the Lord of life, whichtore 
our Saviours head wich thorns,pierc'd his fide,& nail'd his feer, which 
made him ſweat blood & water, which put the galland vinegar to his 
mouth, and wruvg from him that bitter complaint, | Ay God, my 
God,why haſt thouforſaken me } Tell methen, fadly tell me, is noc he 
prodignally wicked which boaſts in that which after ſocruell and 
amefull a manner crucified our Saviour ? 
Nor is this boafter in miſchicfemad onely and prodigiouſly wic- 
ked,but which muſt neceſſarily follow, and beſuppoſed, is in a deſpe- 
rate and forlorne caſe : and for theſerwo reafons. Firit becauſe ſuch 
a one finnes withthefulleſt ſwing and willingneſſe, without any re= 
luancy and fcruple, nothing hath hee of the Spiric in him', which 
might cauſe oppofition,or pawces, ( 7 he words of his month are int- 
quity and deceit, as my Plalmitt of him, he hath left off to be wiſe and 
to doe good, hee deviſeth miſchitfe upon his bed,” hee ſetteth hins. 
ſelfe. 5,e. gladly gorson; in 4 way that ts not good, who being paſt P[36 
feeling , hath given himſclfe over to works all uncleannefſe and greeds- Ng oof: 4 
neſſek, Secondly, becauſetheſe of all men are fartheft from Chrilt ;,, 
and heaven, b:ing fartheſt from repentance, whoſe ſinnesare fo farre 
from being a load and heavy burden unto them, thar they glory in 
their ſhame, 'Tis with theſe boaſters as with mendived to the bocrom 
of the water,as long as they lyein the water,they are nothing ſenk ble 
of its weight , bur once recovering out would be overwhelmed with 
a ſmall quantity of it : Sotheſe boaſters being ſunke ro the botrome, 
almoſt as low as hell, and lyingthere under never ſo many and hi 
deous finnes,are never ſenfible of their load and burden, whereas toa 
manby Gods grace recovering outof chem,one and the leatt fin will 
be atalent of Lead. And fomuchof this ſecond Queſtion;a ſhore ap 
plication,and I have done, 
And here let's pawſe a while , & with our beſt and ſericusthoughes Applet, 
2dmireand lamentthe miſcrable conditionof our land , wherein ſo 
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wretches ſwarme and ſpread amongſt us. Go abroad and liſtet,and 
you ſhall hearthe Drunkard boalt how many ſwine he made the laſt 
night : you ſhall hear the Ruffler boaſt what a new handſome full- 
mouthed oath he hath got:the Goat,how many women he hath abu - 
ſed:and the Fox, how many he hath over-reached and couſcned: 
—— Front, 
Finnt iſta palam cupinnt &' in atareferri, 

But alas ! theſe, though miſcreants,are but novices and bunglers in 
reſpe& of ſome cloſer workers, and deeper inſtruments of rhe devill, 
who fiſt guild overfin with the name of vertue, and boaſt of itunder 
that name,' Take ſome inflances.. Such are thoſe, which leſt ch 
ſhould loſe friends or credit, dare nog openly profelſe how good they 
areat lies,yet will they afficme,that handſome lying is bur policy,and 
boaſt how manythey have over-reacht w ith this their policy ; Per- 
jury by no meanes will they juſtify, yet will cbey tell you that i is 
the part of a wiſe Stateſ-man, incaſe that the keeping ot an oath hin- 
ders a proje,to invent ſome cleanly ſhift, whereby ir may be cluded, 
and boaſt how excellent they are at theſe ſhifts. Luke-warmneſſe, « 
L aodicean temper,may not be countenanced , yet this will they call 
moderation,8& boalt themſelyes in this their moderatio.Obſtinacy in 
a wrong way,twere ſhame to patronize, yet this willthey call a braye 
ipirit,and boaſt of their own (tout hearts : they will praiſe a /eſiab for 

oing on peremptorily in a way centrary to Gods command though 

e gets nothing cherby but his own death, and their empty commen- 

ER , dation (7). Confpiracy,which is a plot again the Common-wealth, 
4 3-VeHeH" (as Perer Aartyr hath defined it ) this they call fighting for the Pro- 
4 teltant Religion , and yet impudently affirme what «Auguſtine of 
m 4g:ſh. Heretiques | Nihilalind laborant niſi non invenire quod querunt v] that 
mg ' theendof theirſweat,expence and hazard, is nottoenjoy whar they 
H%"* ſeemeto fight for,viz., che Proteſtant Religion in ics truth , purity 
and univerſality: and thereare (1 dare ſay ) many thouſands of Pa- 

piſts and Libertines now in armes, which were they puttotheir 

oathes would confeſſe thus much. 'Twas madnefle,fay they, and bar- 

barous in Neroto ſet Rowe on fire,and afterwards fing and rejoyceat 

the flames, yet theſe very ſame men, Teſuites happily and Teſuited per- 

ſons, have of late ſerthree Kingdomes on fire, and whether they laugh 

at the flames I know not, ſareI am they continualy adde tuell to 

them: yetthis cumbuſtion they call a pretended reconciliation, and 

doaft themſclyesin it. Todelude and miſuſea ſweet and faſt friend, 

hath ſomewhat of /#d«in it,fay they, yer ſoto intangle their beſt and 

greateſt. 
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oreateſt friend,as Darixs his baſe Courtiersentangled him , ( quod core. 

. rms vent e(t ut tam periculoſum non credere ſuis quam falls (n). That ic 1 
" isequally dangerous to him nor to beleeve them, and to be deccived ; this * 
they calltheir maſter-piece of wiſedome,and boaſt themſelyes in it ; theſe, 
theſe are they which are come toſuch a height of Atheiſme, which a re fo 
much beaten and hardened in their ſubcle hypocriticall maximes,thatthey 
will not move one ſtep out of the way,which the Devil & Machiavill have 
chalkt out to them;zand fo reſolute and peremptory too in that way,that we 
may ſay of them as Eraſmu of Hereriques{facilines eos vinci quan perſua« | », ofat 
deri (o).'Tis eafier to oyercome,then alter them. Thus have made ſome ,41yirr. 
diſcovery ,greater might haye beene, hadT not promiſed brevity, of the 1i5 conrrg 
mad,prodigious,deſperately forlorne boaſters of our land, that you might L-cif. 
admire, and lament the miſerable condition gof our times. Bur oh ! take 

heed that you be not (o loſt in admiration, that you forget to lament, like 

a gazing childe made forgetfull of his chicfeſt errand, for to this end was 

the diſcovery made, ( God knowes my conſcience ) not to make them a 
laughing,but a mourning ſtocke,that you might be humbled in behalfe 

both ofthem,and our land. For hereby ſhall youſecure your ſelves how - 

oeyer they eſcape,or the Kingdomefor their ſakes (p ). And ſo much of * bop -- 
theſecond Queſtion, I ſhould now forward tothethird and laſt , but the * 
time hath much oyer-run me, let us therfore take up here from this Text & 
forward, tothat other before me, a'Texclikewiſe ſpeakingthe frailtyand 
nothingneſſe of man. For if youdefirefarther ground for theſe queſtions, 

Lo this ſpectacle ofmortality may be it'; a wiſe, able, trong Gentleman 
ſuddenly cur off, web tels you, that our footing in this world being o ſlip. 

pery, 'tis folly fer ſuch fraile weak men as we are,to boaſt;whichcels you, 

that wealth, wit,and friends inthe laſt, & needfulleſt cimes failing, tis fol- 

ly to boaſt of them; which tels you that now he is gone, the common 
voyce,neither hurts nor pleaſures him,neither lefſensnor addesto his joy ; 

'cis folly therefore to hunt after ic. Saint Pax! wiſhes us ſo rs run that 

we may obtaine,ſo to runne,not as one that beateth the ayre in vzine,for the : 
applauſe ofthe giddy mulcitude,burfor a prize,for an #ncorruptible Crown r, 11.27, 
Again ſo run,our life here compared oa m_—_ onely for irs ſhortneſle, 

which is a few paces, but for its troubleſomeneſſeallo, ris a running, wbich 

is noordinary paineand toyle : Truly thereforeſpakethe Patriarch # ot 

onely few but evill alſo are my dayes{ / ): this race ſomeegiveover at their # Ges, as, 
firſt ſercing our,children dying in their Cradles : ochers after a pace or 9. E 
two paſt,in thcir youth : ſome inthe mid- way, intheir beſt man-hoqd ate 
cutoff: moſt,as this our friend,are our of breath ererhey reach thif Fayed 
paces ofchreeſcore yeares, Lec us not therefore boaſt canere ante vilari» 
am | veunt as though we had obtained theprize, ere we cometo our jc 
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niesend : but let us fo run, fo zealouf y,and ſo humbly, working forth our 
P-- ſalvation with feare and trembling,that we may obcaine, If you are not 
yetfatisfied,bur defire more ground for my Queltions, Lee here a ſpeRta« 
cleofhumility before you. | 

And thus am Ifallen upon my laſt meſſage, a meſſage I am confident 
Cod wiſhtmetodeliver ; namely, torecall and make known ſome things 
excellent,and exemplary from thelife and death of my worthy friend, I 

ſay it againe, my worthy friend, ] may not boaſ},my Te-«t forbids it, buc 
_ I joy in'our paſt relation *. And here I world not be mitiaken, cenclude 
Sr not ſo unworthily of me,that his wealth place, or friends, put mee on this 
vcr tamen iſcourſe,though to ſpeake truely ſornnnes the faſhion of che world : if a 
i5us, man bepoore,though neverſo good and holy, yer ſhall he paſſe away in fi- 
ll.z, lence,as we find nothing ſaid of Lazar, but that he dyed , whereas it is 
?P4}- FGaidthere of therich man,not onelythat hedyed, but thathe was buried 
Luk.ic, £90 faith a Commentator of ours,there was noyſe and pompe,much done 
z,, Aandfiaidathis Funerall: So many | g:g2xag; ſhall you have,many Hack- 
ney praiſers in black, whichat the Funerals of great and rich men,though 
they departed as porom—_ as mercileſſe as Dives, never leave prating till 
they have plac'cchem in heaven,But I know where I am,] Know not one- 
| 7 in whoſe preſence, but in whoſe Read I Rand, of what therefore ] amto 
peak,let me uſe Jobs words. Loe mine eyes have ſeene all thu ine eares have 

I#b 13.1 2 Peard and underſtood it, what you know the ſame do 7 know alſo \,Andas in my 

| j following diſcourſe I am reſolved to be true, ſoam I neceſſarily forc'dto 

4 be bricfe,& for chele reaſons, Firſt, becauſe of my preſent weaknes;Second- 

ly, theſcantling oftime allowed me as for medicaton, ſonow for delivery ; 

Thirdly and laftly,to be otherwiſe,l ſhould much injure my gone friend, 

who was a profeſt enemy to multitude of words; and alas,why ſhould wee 

4 with an overlarge diſcourſe keep our griefes awake,8 wounds a blecding? 
Why ſhould we ſpeak much of him whom we can no longer enjoy, unleſs 
it be the moreco trouble us that we cannot enjoy him ? Bricfely and tru» 
ly then thus much. 

Lintend not here agenealogy,to acquaint you with his birth & deſcent, 
this is the Heraulds bufineſſe, & it were a difparagement co ſo much worth 
to be beholding to Ance!!ours for a commendation , for armes,and titles, 
—Vix ea noftra vecoe. they may not well be called our owne,nor thinke 
I it matter of weighc to acquaint you with his breeding, fince his converſa- 

tion confeſt how ingenuous it was : No,nor reed l cell you,how deare a 
| hwband hc was, how tender a father,or how ſweet a neighbour : behold 
1 this peegof groanes,and miſt of fighes,tels me ſo much, And to deale cru- 
. " ly,chis I purpoſely omic (though hee was excellently glorious in all theſe 
. wet, Lelarions)left I might bethought like the Orators P /12y ſpeaks of ( ”, » 
22 By? 4: > OST | 11pbra 
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upbraid theliving of their vices, whilſt I commemorate the yertucs of the 
dead. Theſe five more eminent excellencies 1 ſhall commend to y our Mme» 
mories and imitations, 

The firſt is humility, which confidering his breeding, parts, place, and 
calling wasadmirable: Icannot call to minde that word,looke, or ation 
that ever ſpake him proud : nor was he one of our cunning boaſters , who 
oft in their own difprailes notably yaunt it,challenge rhe loweſt place,thac 
they may be forc'crothehighe!t,unawares often ſpeak cruth,cry| alazthey 
are no- body, ]even then tempting ſome baſeSycophant with theexpence of 
a lie or twoto make them Some-body,Nor was he like him,of whomT a- 
Citns ſp:aks,| arte quada oſtentator | 2n artificiall boaſter For this I counted 
his great fault,even (celata virtys )thatthrough a natural reſervednes he did 
not lo ſhine forth betore men, gs juſtly he might,and was required of him. 

The ſecond, his crue beartedneſle; a firter man to make a friend of I ne- 
ver yet knew; oh, he was wiſe, and faithful, hee did not quickly knit the 
knot,noteafily familiar, and intimate, but once having madeit,he was ſire 
and fa(t; not only was his month open tohis friend in advice,comforc, and 
juit enceuragement,but hisþands and purſe too for reliefe and ſuccour; no 
nor his mouth and purſe oaly, but his hearc alſo, willing was he to enlarge 
his joyes by communicating them,and eaſe his grief by venting ; and this, 
tis openneſs eſpecially ſpeaks atrue friend, whence ourSaviour to hisDiſci- 
ples, Henceforth 1 call you not Servants for the ſervant knoweth not his Lords 
will, but 1 have called you friends; and mark the reaſon ; for all things that 
I have heard of my Father I have made known untoyou * ; The other two of- 
fices of friendſhip may be difſembled ; 1 may through a ſelf-end reach my 
congue Parat-like co prate the language of love, when my heart ſweb and 
repines at what it ſayes. I may again,through aſelf. end hazard my goods 
and credit,and my life too ſeemingly in the behalf of my friend, when *cis 
nothing ſo;as there are ſome, | am confident, at this preſent which pretend 
the honour and fafery of their deceiv'd friend,and under this pretence mer- 
chant-like venture both lives and fortunes, when in eruch and indeed their 
only aime is liberty for their profanenefs and toleration, if not admirtance, 
for their herefie:as Hrerome of Jovinians Diſciples, (non tam te loquentems [e- 
Ftantur,qua vittis fuis favent)(o I of theſe,they do not ſo much adhereto their 
friend, as favour their own vices. But 1 cannot difſemble eicher my own 
friendſhip, or ſuſpeR another , when 1 freely open my boſome unto him z 
and this did he often unto his friend , this to my ſelf nor only in his fick- 
nefle,as to hisMinifter,but in his health as to his friend;He left it to weaker 
kſfſe knowing men, whoskill'd not tochuſe a friend,to makeuſe of Bias his 
wiſe adviſe,( ama tanquam oſurus) to love fo reſervedly,thatin chance of a 
breach,you may not lie at the mercy of your ſuppoſed friend, {fi when he 
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proves a knaye,you prove your ſelf a fool in being fo groſly miſtake in him, 


6b 31.1 Thethird,his temperance; and chat in meat, drink, and recreations; che 


covenant Job made with his eyes Y, hemade with his appetite alſo,to keep 


| | 10 9.28 himfelfe unſpotted ofuncleanneG,gluttony and drunkenneſs; the feare [ob 


* Kivgs myprayer,that his example may be of 


had of his ſorrows z,he had of all his paſſions; even in ficknefle, evenin his 
extreamelt firs Icould not diſcover the leaft token of fearor anger,except it 
was the feare of God, 8 an holy indignation againſt himfelfe tor fin. This 
yertue was moſt eminently exemplary in him, and God forbid , that che 
neglect of ſo excellent a pattern (hould aggrayate both your fins and judg- 
ment, yours eſpecially, ro whom by reaſon of your neare relations, this 
grace (ſhined out molt gloriouſly. For my part it 15 my wiſh and ſhall be 

like force with eAmaziah's , of 


15:3- whoſe Son itis Regiſtred 2, That he was right in the ſight of the *.ord, and 


did according to all that his father eAmaziah had done before hins, 

The fourch , his providence , care, and indultry in the employment 
of that ſtock, ralent, and calling the Lord had given him, To prove 
this 1 have a double argument , the voyce cf the Courr, whereof hee 
was a grave member : And this ic was, of which I have b:en an care- 
ever , none moreexact, more carefull, morefaichfull then hee : ſe+ 
condly , the bleſſing of God upon his honeſt endeavours, the Lord 
crown'dit with 2 large portion,and his lot fellin a faireground. But en- 
vy may objeR ; this rather an argument of covetoulneſſe then providence; 
"tisto be feared he made roo much haſt to be rich, and therfore could not be 
innocent, getting ſo much in ſo little time. Into this ſnarling mourh [ fling 
theſe anſwets. Firſt, his time of thriving was no lictie time, he was a long 
gatherer,and ever frugall; and ſecondly,he had many occalionall addici- 
ons to his eſtate ,* and is well known co you all : This to free him from 
making too much haſt to bee rich, Again that he was not coyetous theſe 
reaſons prove : Firſt, he diſlik'c, ſureI am, ever fince I knew him, the un- 
juſt griping trade of = : Secondly, he never made purchaſe, as | have 
heard not himſelfe only, but ſome neighbours aftirm, wherein he gave not 
of the moſt :; Thirdly and laftly, he was liberall at his door, and hoſpitable 
in his houſe: Whoſoever ſhall be apt to condemn him,our of this opinion, 
that thrift and providence, and the Lords bleffing on theſe, ajoyning 
houſe to houſe, and land toland, cannot be without covetouſneſſe, this 
man is much cut of che way : The eruth doutbleſſe is quite of the other- 
fide, thoſe which are carelefſe of their own eſtates are moli covetous of 
their neighbours , witnefle Cataline , of whom Saluſt | ſui profuſns ,alieni 
appetens, | men oft ſpend that wir and time in taking from others, which 
fhoyld have been imployed in keeping orencreafing their own, becom + 
mitg thus at the ſame time theevyes, and loyterers : Some the defire 4 Os 
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thers goods,and skill in cheating,leaves them carelefſe of their own;others 
againe waſting their own eſtates »become covetous of their neighbours, 
The fifch,as the laſt and chiefeltzhis conRtancy in the obſervation of reli- 
gious dayes and duries ; never ſince God ſent meto you, doel remember, 
that ever he abſented himſclfe fromour holy meeting , unleſſe ficknefle or 
ſome undeniable and lawfull occafion detained him;confiently did he ob 
ſerve {et times of prayer in his Family. And ſo punRuall was he in thzob= 
ſervation of the Lords own day, that when the violent danger of a fic,and 
the earneſtineſle of his friends (his Mipiſter urging reaſons forit) could not 
be perſwaded that a Meſſenger ſhould on that holy day travell fora Phy- 
fitian,no not after ourpublike deyorions were ended. But his Religion wil 
more brightly appeare, when as in the laſt and next place, you ſhall heare 
how religiouſly and thriftily he husbanded thetime of his ſickneſle. 
Which was almoſt nothing elſe but a continued prayer, a praying al - 
wayes, a praying without ceaſing. For his fickneſle ſeized him with ſuch 
violence,& deadly ſymptomes,that it told him at firſt what he was to look 
for, wherefore he preſently pronounced [| Kixenry ]unto himſelf, refoly'd for 
death,and thereupon forthwith betook Kimſelfunto God in a long andſeri- 
ous prayer,and unlefle it were in ſome neceſſary intermiffions of reli, of re- 
cciving cither ſpirituallor temporall food and Phyſfick,he continued inthe 
ſame poſture and aRion untill his laſt fie, which cook him away praying : 
Nay ,when he was quite tyred with the extremity ofhis fic, & fleep offered 
it {clfe,he would oft refuſe ir, ſaying, he could not ſpare ſo much time from 
hisdevotions;and when I anſwered himthat by reſt he would bethe better 
fitted and quickned for prayer, hereplyed,but(ob!) Iſhal haveill thoughts 
get within me even in my ſleep to my great hinderance:at laſt when I cold 
himthat ſuch ill thoughts, that ſcized on him thus unwillinly, and were 
ſuddenly ſorrowed for, awaking would as ſooa yaniſh and be pardoned;he 
was with much difficulty brought to admit of an houres intermifhon for 
that reft,which he ſo much wantedrYeteven then too did he manifeſt him- 
ſelf part of the Church (of Chrifts Spouſe)who thowgh ſhe ſlepr.yet her heart 
weed b; for ſeemingly to us aſlcep , yet many times the up-moying of his 
hands ſhowed his heart was awaked unto God, But when he was perfect- 
ly awaked, with ſuchearnefineſſe even in his extreameſt firs did he faſten 
Þis eyes, and hands,and heart too, (1 dare ſay) rowards heaven, that I be- 
lieve 'ewas with him as with Stephen c, By faith he ſaw the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man ſtanding on the right hand of God, whom hethen ſo car. 
nefily plyed to pray the Father for him. He came at laſt ro ſuch adelighc 
in prayer, that ſpending one whole almoſt even a terrible night of many 
threatning fits in this heavenly Cello familiarity with God ; and 
I asking bim the morrow following, how he had ſped that night : Oh ſaid 


be, 


St 
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| he, 1 have had many brave fits , and told me withall chat God would nor 

| lethim loſe one fit , but ever after it he found his faith and comfort en- 
creaſing, The Lord by them docs work me(fſaid he) and by degrees I creep 
wnto him, 

When we firſt fateabout the great bufineſſe of preparation for death , 
whichrruch is,oughe to be the buſineſſe and task of our wholelife,I could 
not take the courſe uſuall with me on thelike occafions: firſt,to adminifter 
the Law,its exaCtneſs,terrors and curſes on the diſobedience,allowing ſome 
certaintime and dayes forthe working of it , ere I adminifired the Goſpel: 
but by reaſon of the danger his firs threatned, 1 was. forc't to make a con- 
fetion of che Law arid Goſpel,to adminiſter them mingled,and compoun- 
ded,acquainting him atthe fametime with terroursand comforts, threats 
and promiſecs;hell and heaven, left he = have been ſuddenly cut off in a 
deſperate ſorrow, or a falſe joy. And ( God bee prayſed ) accordingly it 
wrought with him;now you ſhould have hiseyes faftened on the ground 
in coken of humiliation , anon piercing the Heavens in token of confi- 
dence ; now you ſhould have his hands wrung in token of griefe, anon a- 
gain, held up in token of hope ; now ateare in token of ſorrow , and then 
a ſmile in coken of joy; juſt Iikethis Month of April, raine and Sun. ſhine, 
ftormes and calm. Bur towards his end, theſe enterchanges ceaſt, thecalm 

Cant.z.11 begun to befull and glorious; he might have cryedout withche Church *, 
12, Lo, the winter us paſt; the raine is over, the flowers appeare onthe carth, the 
time ofthe ſinging of birds ts come, the weyre of the Turtle is heard. For 1 ask- 
ing him whether or no his comfort did encreaſe, he anſwered me,excellent- 
ty, greatly ; and how faith held out, hee replyed, frongly, eventhen when I 
could ſcarce hear him : Whereupon demanding of him (loath I wasthe 
cheDevillſhould ac faſt gull him ) whether he could atthe preſcncrefitt 
unto blood; be burnt,nndergoe the fiery rryall for his Saviours cauſe and 
glory ; he anſwered me,gl/ad!y, gladly. Laftly, the Lord fo much ſhewed 
imſelfunto him,gave him {6 full a view of his treaſures, ſuch a largetaſte 
of thoſe joyes that were laid up for him in heaven (as wee are charitably 
given to believe)that he underwent rhe extremity of his fits not with pa- 
tience only, but with comfort,and left the world, (his wealth, friends and 
pleaſares) not out of a dullſenſe of the paine and agony of bis fickneſſe or 
a prophetick ſenfibleneſle of themiferies falling on this Kingdom, (which 
he woutdoft hament) nor made he in thisreſpc& a vertue of neceſſity ,care= 
lefly left it becauſe he conld no longerenjoy it : this were likea condem. 
ned thiefe or traytor, who ſeem willing to lay down their lives, becauſe 
they catno longer keepthem: not inthis, or thar,or che other falſe reſpeRt 
did he wekcomedeath , but therefore was with joy and cheerfuloefle dif- 
ſolved, becauſe his faith aſſured him he ſhould be with Chriſt. 
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